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Abstract

This cross-sectional descriptive research aimed
to study the parents’ behavior of caring young
children’s oral health, and to investigate the
relationships between predisposing, enabling and
reinforcing factors and the parents’ behavior of caring
young children’s oral health at well baby clinic
of Kuchinarai Crown Prince Hospital, Kalasin Province.
One hundred and thirty-seven parents were recruited.
Data were collected via the questionnaires with the
reliability between 0.71 and 0.94. Data were analyzed
by using descriptive statistics, Spearman rank

correlation, Chi-Square, and Odds Ratio.

The results revealed that the predisposing
factors were the parents’ occupation that had
a significant  relationship  with  the  parents'
behavior of caring young children’s oral health.

Parents who did work had more chance to take
care of their children’s oral health by 2.07 times when
compared to those who did not (OR = 2.07; 95%
Cl 1.01 - 4.27, p-value=0.046).
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The parents' average monthly income showed low positive correlation with the
parents' behavior of caring young children’s oral health at significant level of p-value < 0.05
(rs= 0.18 p-value= 0.030). The enabling factors were an access to dental health services and the
access to healthy nutrition for oral health had significant low positive relationship with the
parents' behavior of caring young children’s oral health at significant level of p-value < 0.05
(rs= 0.33, p-value < 0.001; rs= 0.29, p-value < 0.001). The reinforcing factors were the advice
from close people and the access to dental care information from various media, had a
statistically significant low positive relationship parents' behavior of caring young children’s oral
health at significant level of p-value < 0.05 (r,= 0.24, p-value = 0.005; r,= 0.28, p-value =0.001).

From the result, it is suggested that the officers who are responsible for dental health
care should provide the activities, information, services in various channels to promote the oral

health care for young children and parents.

Keywords : predisposing factor; enabling factor; reinforcing factor; oral health care behaviors;

early childhood; parents
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