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Abstract

This cross-sectional study aimed to explore
dental health care behaviors, social support of Type 2
Diabetes Mellitus (T2DM) patients, and relationship
between social support and dental health care
behaviors of patient. The samples were one-hundred
T2DM patients aged 40-69 years old who received
health services in on-communicable diseases clinic, Phu
Wiang hospital, Phu Wiang district, Khon Kaen province.
Data were collected during June to August 2020, using
questionnaires. The samples were selected by using
purposive sampling. Data were analyzed by using
descriptive statistics and Pearson’s Product-Moment
Correlation.

The results showed that the majority of the
sample had dental health care behaviors at moderate
level, 74 percent. The social support from family
members, friends and public health personals at
moderate level accounted for 60 percent, 48 percent,
and 87 percent respectively. The relationships between
dental health care behaviors and social support from
family members, social support from friends, and social
support from public health personals were statistically
significant (p-value=0.011, 0.008, 0.010, respectively).
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As the results, it is suggested that social support is one of the important factors
affecting dental health care behaviors of T2DM patients. Therefore, should be promoted
related activities of the supporters so that there will be various of activities that will help the
T2DM patients to take care of themselves and change their behaviors to be able to live with

the disease.
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