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Abstract

This cross-sectional study aimed to identify behaviors of
caregiver related to dental caries of first permanent molars in
Prathumsuksa 1 pupils, PhayakkaphumpisaiDistrict, Mahasara-
kham Province. Participants were 334 pupils from Prathumsuk-
sain primary schools and their caregivers. Data were collected
by caries examination in pupils and interviewing their caregiv-
ers by a structured questionnaire during January to March
2014. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, such as
the percentage, mean, standard deviation, median, min, max.
The simple logistic and multiple logistic regressions were
used to identify behavior of caregivers related to dental caries.

The result showed that 43.7% of children had dental
caries of first permanent molars with the mean DMFT of 0.8
(SD 1.2). The children whose caregivers graduated from
primary schools had 2.09 times dental caries more than
children’s caregivers graduated from higher primary school
(95% CI 1.28 — 3.41). The children who experienced of
deciduous tooth extraction had more caries of first permanent
molars than children who did not accounted for 2.18 times
(95%CI; 1.37 — 3.46). Moreover, children who did not drink
plain milk had more caries of first permanent molars than
those who did accounted for 0.39 times (95% CI ; 0.19 - 0.84).

As a result, caregivers should be encouraged to take
oral health care of their children at very young age. In addition,
teachers are considered to be an important person who will
advise pupils to promote tooth brushing after lunch at school.

Keywords : first permanent molar; caregivers; behaviors of
caregivers
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