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Chloroquine retinopathy : a case report

Apinya Luxruji MD,

Panitan Pemayodhin MD.

ABSTRACT:

APINYA L, PANITAN P. CHLOROQUINE RETINOPATHY : A CASE REPORT. THAI J DERMATOL
2008; 24: 119-125.

DIVISION OF OPHTHALMOLOGY, CHACHOENGSAO HOSPITAL, THAILAND

Retinopathy is the most serious side-effect of oral chloroquine treatment. The incidence of 1-28% has been
reported. To date, there is no effective treatment for this condition. Awareness, early detection and cessation of the
medication promptly at the beginning of this condition could save the patient’s sight. This paper reports a case of 45 year-
old woman who developed chloroquine retinopathy after taking the drug in daily recommended dose to treat mixed

connective tissue diseases for 1 year and 4 months.

Key words: chloroquine retinopathy, chloroquine toxicity, drug-induced maculopathy, drug-induced retinopathy

UNAALD :

[ ¢ A

a a a a A \ a Y
e anwaryd daisw wizledy madaiivaevelszammangnaslsniu: seaudibe

Q

w

M5815)5ARITI 2551; 24: 119-125.

ununInNY Tsanennaomnsuns

a a 1 IS 9 = > a = a
MsnanyaeIlszaINg wunnzunsngou uuiwqmlmEnﬂaaiimuuaz"lamaﬂcﬁﬂaahmu

wa L4 d’l ld'sl =) v o A ]
UANTUVDINIIZUDYNITOYAL]T DITDYAT 28 i]i]i;uuﬂm"lu

E4
=1

A o a a o ' 1% <
uﬁmﬂiwﬁﬁmiwq%ﬂmzEJzLim!,'iﬂsummim@ﬂnzuﬁ%dmmmﬂﬂﬂum'iﬂnﬂﬂmﬂumiqmu!,ﬁﬂmmmmu

3
Aa @ Ay v o :)’ v K Y

3] Mﬁ‘ﬁﬂﬁiﬂlﬂ‘ﬂ‘lﬂ[}m AalUMIATZTHUNDY MTIHMS
g

Tinudihe




120 Luxruji A et al

Thai J Dermatol, April-June 2008

91 a A Aa Y [ @ a a I =
st lneeng 45 1 demsaniamawminmssvnaas lsnduluvinailng suilunar 17 4

{ o o $ 3
1D 105NY115A mixed connective tissue diseases MIATINVOUYTLAIMNATNUANBUL bull’s eye maculopathy Failu

ﬁﬂymgLﬂW'lg"llENi]E]‘1J§$ﬁ1%@l1lﬁ@ﬂﬁ]1ﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁﬂiiﬂ%u

MidAgy : MImanINgIAas 13Au, s0lszamaudouing

unin
. . I 9
chloroquine 40¢ hydroxychloroquine Wuenau
g = & o o Y 1
weua1se  aailagiiugminnldediaunsviatslu
ﬂﬁ%ﬂllﬂ'iﬂﬂﬁjll connective tissue diseases 1AYRNIY
systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) 48 rheumatoid
= 1<
arthritis (RA) 10l a.¢1. 1959 Tmsseaudnnziu
F
#YN1  chloroquine  @ovodszanmanilunsasn
Tagsreaudagihemuseiudeiniiensania
a P & A =
V3 1nAnII9ANINANVBININAND UH U
L o o Jo Y
(paracentral scotoma) FITUWUTHUMT 1958
A oo 4
aoresnuilunannu wag oasivvelszamen
WUMIFAYIIAY (depigmentation)  UDJ  retinal
pigmented epithelium (RPE) mqsauu?nmfgﬁumw
4
(macula)  uAdATUMMEINFUTTTNIY  Taodl
o < v o £
anpauziu9na18m13 (bull’s eye maculopathy) &4
& A 13
dudnyuzmmizyeselszamandonainglil
A 1
senunivil Idiauededdieninanng

I a ' .
Wuiiydaevetlszannaninmslgmn chloroquine

A v % o X = o
LWE]Gl‘Vi!LW‘ﬂELJﬂlﬂﬂigﬁ1!ﬂﬂﬂllaglﬁuﬂ31wﬁ1ﬂﬂgﬂlﬁlﬂﬂ13

Y Y
12 A o 1

HIREA N HAWATZOZITUNTA F929781090UMT

o))

< o Y i e
gademaveariuldnudien1denquil

FA
s1wudie

2
o o

AthendjaInede 45 3 vimin 54 Alansu dauge
a Yo aa o 1 & .
162 wudwes  145umsdueInilu mixed

connective tissue disease (MCTD) 41 1 i 4 190U an

1w @ s A 1 = o us:
dsinnmudnyunndiiesnngieliensaniing
9 A o wva T
aostnandunar 2 deu nmsFnilszianuh
U @ . @ <
A11e1@5uen chloroquine Y118 250 mg. Tuaz 1 1fia
A
aua lasumsitielse uaziinnuaulaiagesiw

y & Y s a Y v
mammm)ﬂﬁagimnmmﬂﬂﬂ ﬂ’JEJﬂ"IiGl"D'EJ”I

a o o

a 1< = wa
enalapril ¥u1A 5 Aaansuiuaz 1 e lilidseia
' o A o A g
dauamiseauluaseuasindulsaveseama
d’ 1
{@eNINDU

WANTATIVI NG TTAUAUAT (visual acuity,
Vv I Fd
vA) 20130 uisarosm #elaavuaremsldiuan i
a a S A
NUANUAALNAVOININOUAUA (color vision) 1
Fa
MIATIAWURNUNATOUAIUDAT Ishihara test 119 16
] @ 1 o a 3 1 d' Y
ury ANuaumed lunamnilnansaesn uaielg
] <3 1 U
HHUATIIMINDUNUAIUNAN  (Amsler grid) ﬁ’jﬂ:}ﬂ
1 o 3 a
18U NiMsawesmsuearuuinalndye
ANNANAIN (paracentral scotoma) MINUANVAALNA
VYBIANNINAITATIVAILATBIATID slit lamp
. . Y ' Y
biomicroscope U8 IUNMAINTINGIDUTZAIMA
k4 . . =~
?138 indirect ophthalmoscope WUNITHAINAIVO
RPE 50U9ATUAN (macula) dIUATINANYDIATY
a9 d? £ g [
MNTINIY  Fududnyazvos  bull’s  eye
maculopathy 11889WUMIFAINAIUD RPE 1129
Fa '
sNeliviaeadoaLAINALLADAS

v1lszaman

wazlianyae  bone spicule vuvedszane &9




Vol.24 No.2

Luxruji A et al 121

4 4
@

=1 = A
ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂullﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ??ﬁ]@1.]53?f1‘1/m1!ﬁﬂﬂ%1ﬂﬂ1

chloroquine Tuszazi 3 (MWA 1)

HANM3ASIIMIRoJIAMS Wud HansAII

deai leglunaaitlnd  mahanuvesduuazla

Y
Unanaviua

y 1 a dy < @ A g Aa
mwﬁ 1 lLf‘T@Ni]@'lligﬁ'l‘ﬂ@n"l]'JTLm&"’I%HEﬁIE]Wiﬂ’JEJWﬂJQT]EJu fnzmummaNﬁ;mumwuaﬁhﬁuﬁauﬁ’w NNFATN
. . oy 1 Yy Y 9 P S A" BV ,
UDY retinal pigmented epithelium (RPE) (AIQDNAIYWTUNDNF U U owtuanymzued bull’s eye maculopahty

dy ] = A A A . <] I [ A o a ~
UDNIINUITIHU NMTAVUAVDIIVDIVADALDALUAILLALLINY bone spicule (mmﬂuummﬂqﬁm) LRAZUNITFAINEAN

o 3 a v 24 = = . R
V93 RPE mq‘lﬂzﬂuummmw FILTAIDITEYZN 3 UBIchloroquine retinopathy

30156
1INMSANBITIVIINTBNUNDIRUANTBIVEN
M3inae1lszamandonnine chloroquine 8gsow
=< g 1 & a A o
az 1 dedovaz 28' FImaAavedszamandeniill
v o Jdo a
anwduiusiulsnanasauuazszeznains 19

1-19 ~ ~ a 2 4 Yo
in IﬂﬂllI@ﬂ']fﬁ/]‘ﬂglﬂﬂellulllﬂulﬂﬁﬂ"llu']ﬂﬂ']ﬁgﬁll

AN 100 ASH Wi lasualuvinaninunn 3
fav 0 ? e das o 4 o

Naansuaeimiindinilan lansuluniiaiu 3
mg/kg/d)l-5 nsolunsaives hydroxychloroquine ¥4

a a

Wuiyrieendn chloroquine dziiaiy 1o 1d5ven Ty
vnafAuA 6.5 faansudermindmiATansu
Tuniledu 6.5 meke/d)” wazdulngjeg 18506
yund 5 3 uaatiunesandson wuanudusiug

FTHINMINANEVDIR00Us A maInuls e

azauuazszozna lumssvevesdie™” 0
szamandennine chloroquine nijuiiu 3 sze’
s2ozuTn NUMIFAINauilugag VSN fovea
1aYIUY fovea MIALNOULAIVDY fovea AAAY AT
asauaeaImuIANy usna fovea tagsouq
fovea 8AAY nﬂzf:é'ﬂwﬁqﬁmmm;ﬁuﬂﬂa
szorfiaes Azanan fovea HAKUTY dauuFu
50U FavNaduariudduindenusnuddacn
‘f?uﬂﬁﬂ Aaludnyae bull’s eye pattern N1IATID
gy mIvesivaaasuinulndaye
fdiﬁﬂ’c’INﬂTW (paracentral or pericentral scotoma)3 3&1%5
MINOANUVSIUATINA (central vision) 9¢aAA
szezfiay wmumsnldeunlad fovea Farau

Y

= a A o 1<
YU LLZ’IZ‘USUQH]E‘)‘]J?%E’TWM”IS@U‘] %$3Jaﬂ‘klﬂ!$lﬂuﬂﬂ



122 Luxruji A et al

Thai J Dermatol, April-June 2008

29 v oA

FUUTAUNUTFAVNUALUENYME  bone  spicule

9 9
=< =)

HAYY TMsALLADYeIHARARBALAY TIUTTE N
FAV1IA Gﬁwzaﬂf{wﬁu retinitis pigmentosa (RP)
Y < 4 s o
52oz MU UN LT OUAININIATUE 1A
a a ' o v A
nalnmsinanvvesenaevelszamarda litun
nIuuide  uaanmnaaesluelfianmsnui
v W < A A [} 4
chloroquine eI UNUHATMATIUNEY luad
! g = . . . .
FUBASHWUNINN retinal pigmented epithelium (RPE)
1] Vv v
wazi e’ wenvnil  chloroquine  98UHINS
o ] L4 . g .
Maruveadu lal diphosphoridine nucleotide-
. <
cytochrome C reductase’ 1482 cholinesterase 1115
A H A2 & 2 2 v
woauaaaz luiumans FINnariuaiin 1
¢ o o
NIZUIUMSIHINAIYVDI RPE Fuiludraivayums
o 4%
NNIUVDIUFA[TUNIN (photoreceptors) UUID
Usgenmande )
9
UANUIIITZOZTHAINUIT  N1IZTUNAINAY
3 a . ~ ° o '
Wuiyues  chloroquine  #lUanemsdunsigw
= o [
TdsAuveuzadsuninlaoase” Taelur RPE™
Yavedoslumsinaredszamandonaine

chloroquine Tdun?

- Aihen1d5Duu1ee1 chloroquine Az aNIINAI
100 N33 u3e ld5venluvinaiinuni 3 Tadnsude
v 1 1
Wmindmian lansuluniladu 3 mg/ke/d)

- hydroxychloroquine Fe5ven luvuaithunn

v 1 1

6.5 HaanSuasthmiindmtanlansuluniein &
6.5 mg/kg/d)

- fihen 85 vemmnundn 59

IR Aa 1 o
- gihenlinnzunnsesvesduuay n
9 A Y

- gileninzeu

- giheniiTsnvesvellszamaregnouiven

-fihogeong

= < o

9IMSUAAIITNIANNUAD MIAUNNLIDS
u?ntu“lﬂé}ﬁm;ﬂﬁmawummw (paracentral or

. A 1.5 & v
pericentral scotoma, HNINN 2) HINTIINUAIY
IN509ATIVUA10A0A TUNA (automated perimetry)
91 v = ' £ A
Atheuneneszunaieomsiilyrilumsendeia
d?‘ Yq ¢ 1 1 I A Y o & A (=)
Yuudlduane o1 lsaamiidiheswauniien il

o1msandnalag Tuszezisuusn™

v 9
awil 2 uaasanuAalnaluaumean gaddImveiIaeInInAeaUea  (blind spot) JARIUUNIN

AEALGE) paracentral scotoma qﬂﬁmumwmwmﬁa pericentral scotoma



Vol.24 No.2 Luxruji A et al 123

1318914 DINMINFULNVBINTVOURY AN

a a A Y 9 v A 19
anuaalnaluszeziunsn uamgaldeniug ua
~ A v 2 J
Imsuasulasuuvedscamaaunsenariudlu
bull’s eye maculopathy lLé}’Jﬁ"JuslﬂqjﬂﬂUlﬂjW‘]Jmﬁ

16,17

NAUNIVBIT 1A Hazy1eIenNeelszanm
A 9 a 3 A 9 Y
idouszoziion  Iimsueariumiasivgaldely
Y 17 X o a g o A A A '
uda"” sedutivgundumwseiiliniasaumaoog
lusrame 111999101 NTATIVNUITBITOHVDL
. U < A
chloroquine Tunagu flaane waziladoauasly
Y

Aihenquilndazrgaldenluie s '

USmanazauniiifnaselseamandoy
anunanvate  uanaaiu 1 luudazsienn 119

[ Y

srwnunugiheninngiud1der  chloroquine  Tu
VANT08AI 100 NFY 19UT11UVD Ruther 1Ay

18 A 2 91 A a A
auz”  Nawnunseiinavelscamandenain

Y
mslFeniiluviuiaiies 57 nsunse 2 Uaansuso
R o 2 o
rindanien lansulunieiu 2 mg/kg/d)
=) [ o ' a
Tudl a.a.2000 dAudInyuwndursomim 14

o = Yy Ay Yo
L!u$u1ﬂ31uf]Gluﬂ”liﬁﬁ'mﬂfluﬁjﬂ?ﬂ(ﬂhlﬂﬁllfn

chloroquine Taontiamerguesdie (@sun 1)

udiiieanndinnuwainratevestSinaeay
szaznanmIdinanzeelszamandon” ™ g
arsenuTauzIszezmaImsasaafiaaiulyl
uazuuzai iasemiihereus unsdamnada
mmfumncgmﬂ 13 dawlunguieanzainly
aian 6 wou' Tasuugthlihimsasiaa
swmseoli

- 13795 AUMINOWTUFA (uncorrected and best-
corrected visual acuity)

© m3Asdonseansien (sl lamp
biomicroscopy)

- mﬁmmmjmmﬁamnmaﬂﬁzamméfaﬂ
Lﬂ%im indirect ophthalmoscope

- MIASIIAUEIIAFIUNAN (central visual
field) Tael¥iaseansvarmaionsn Tusda
(automated Humphrey visual field) taz 171280579

1 Y o Ay g 9
ﬁ'luﬁ'lEl@n?f’]uﬂﬂ'Nﬂ’]U@’JL@Q‘VIU'IU@’JEJﬂ']iGl“])'

Amsler grid (m‘wﬁ 3)

M319h 1 uananud lumsas1emdiiiensue chloroquine AR IuzIhves danauInyLNINdIYsemT N

ogiiha(l) anuElumansiom
20-29 o61looniln sz s s chloroquine
30-39 o61etiooaoans sz NI S e chloroquine
40-64 nn 2-41
>65 nn 121




124 Luxruji A et al

Thai J Dermatol, April-June 2008

MW 3 LAAUVVIDVDILHUNATOVATY T18A1TIUNAN Amsler grid

' § & o '
drumsasnduaiumadonldun’
a a IS A
-msasanuialna lumsuounud (color
.. & oA . . 3w A
vision) Fedinaos-i (tritan axis) wluduuInNgn
NFZNY BHUNATOUAUBAT Ishihara test NN 1)
= A A g
amuTsanerwade lidanulanenezasranunizi
A . S a A
IU99910 Ishihara test 1JUMINATOUMILOATIUY?-
1A
- MyRadiNega0szama1 (fundus fluorescein
angiography, FFA)
- MINENIN0U52 @ 1MA(fundus photography)
- msasenau liheedszemamuuraloge
1 v
(multifocal electroretinography, mfERG) AR
EA
FPNUNAINTOATIINUANNAAYNAVEIN1IZH 14
< 1 4
5990 msnsdvnan Iifhvedszame
(electroretinography) 82  D1TATID aau e
(electrooculography) "
9 1 o dyd o 1 Ao A o Y
Athelusienuatividudiednnanee i i
] o = A
unnd ldnsemindannzeedssamandenaine

. & 1wy Yo
chloroquine  Tagvzinuiudigihevs lasvenluvina

a 3 [ <3 a 4
ad dunanldu Aeusanavelssamandou

k2 oazl d's}- tdyd 1 v A
18 sawnsmsidiheseiiliaenogluszaud (VA

]
~

(= | 4 <3
20/30) uanduvelszamandeuiluszezin 3 udd
Y
AUTUMI V0T IEZATIIIR T MAIAY
. F. 2 o I Aw
indirect ophthalmoscope ﬁqu,ﬂummmuﬁﬂﬂguwvﬂ
o 2 4 9 A g g a o
asimnasanasgilenguil udngiheszliseay
ac
GRUCRCRERT
Hapiiuda lifimssnumelszamandonain
. Ay v Y Ao o =X 9
chloroquine ~ Mldwa  udvzlidwuzinems1a
. i 1Y A A o
ammonium  chloride uﬂ@ﬂaamamumﬁwmma
Paanz Faldlunsdindimsldennuvinanielims
UePENTULTY  uamsSnEIaena luansngae
< @
Temsuoariunduaum'la
mssnyuiissedufer luilvgiunemsvga’™
- ' <3 | 1 4
52 ggnlsnawludiheniivelszamandounine
A g ¥ 9 2z o A 1 =
ndlumnudy udezngasnnziinenduiuae li/an
nanedeui Iigelaeaiadadldn 7
Sy 4 9y 2 & ax
M3zl ldis luszezisuduiailui®

] Y
[ Y. o <3 Y- -
wernonselinmsiudivesmsueariula > B



Vol.24 No.2

Luxruji A et al

125

7Y v " oA & v o o oA
l!WWﬂaﬁ\iﬂ'lﬂaNu{ﬂ\uﬂuﬂﬂuwﬂ'lﬂﬁ'lﬂiyﬂﬂ%?ﬂﬂ Gl,u

a

=3 a

NMINTLHUNDINIE WD chloroquine uag

hydroxychloroquine Apv09152AMA1 HazdAIfTe
=1

THdnyunndimsasividiaietesiumsgads

4
msueunuliudienguiiae

a a
AaAnssulszma

YDUOUNTEAN  F04MAATINTIUIOLNNTALTN
mAnafal  Wueelszama  7aINInyIne

4 a v A 1 A Y
AUZLNNOATAT  UHIINeaeFed vl ‘Vlﬂ'iqillﬂ?i

o ° o 9 =t
ﬂmuwﬂumﬁmﬁmm@ﬂaﬂﬂ‘uuu

References

1.  Roquee RM, Roque BL, Foster CS, et al. Chloroquine/
Hydroxychloroquine — Toxicity. (available from:
URL:http://www.emedicine.com/oph/topic245.htm)

2. Bernstein H, Zvaifler N, Rubin M, Mansour AM. The
Ocular deposition of chloroquine. Invest Ophthalmol
1963; 2: 384-92.

3. Henkind P, Rothfield NF. Ocular abnormalities in
patients treated with synthetic antimalarial drugs. N
Engl J Med 1963; 269: 433-9.

4. Elman A, Gullberg R, Nilsson E, Rendahl I,
Wachtmeister L. Chloroquine retinopathy in patients
with rtheumatoid arthritis. Scand J Rheumatol 1976; 5:
161-6.

5. Cruess AF, Schachat AP, Nicholl J, Augsburger JJ.
Chloroquine retinopathy. Is fluorescein angiography
necessary? Ophthalmology 1985; 92: 1127-9.

6. Tobin DR, Krohel G, Rynes RI. Hydroxychloroquine.
Seven-year experience. Arch Ophthalmol 1982; 100:
81-3.

7. Bemnstein HN. Ocular safety of Hydroxychloroquine
sulphate (plaquenil). South Med J 1992; 85: 274-9.

8. Levy GD, Munz SJ, Paschal J, Cohen HB, Pince KJ,
PetersonT.  Incidence  of  hydroxychloroquine
retinopathy in 1,207 patients in a large multicenter
outpatient practice. Arthritis Rheum 1997; 40: 1482-6.

14.

16.

17.

19.

20.

21.

Fishman GA. Retinal toxicity with the use of
chloroquine or hydroxychloroquine. In: Heckenlively
JR, Arden GB, eds. Principle and Practice of Clinical
Electrophysiology of Vision. St. Louis: Mosby 1991:
594—599.

Bernstein  HN, Ginsberg J. The pathology of
chloroquine retinopathy. Arch Ophthalmol 1964; 71:
238—45.

Mushinski JF, Yielding KL, Munday JS. A
comparison of the in vitro effects of steroid hormones
and certain antimalarial compounds. Arthritis Rheum
1962; 5: 118.

Wright CI, Sabine J. Cholinesterases of human
erythrocytes and plasma and their inhibition by anti-
malarial drugs. Pharmacology and Experimental
Therapeutics 1948; 93: 230—9.

Ivanina TA, Sakina NL, Lebedeva MN, Borovjagin
VL. A Study of the Mechanisms of chloroquine
retinopathy II. Chloroquine effect on protein synthesis
of retina. Ophthalmic Res 1989; 21: 272-7.

Matsumura M, Ohkuma M, Tsukahara I. Experimental
chloroquine retinopathy. Ophthalmic Res 1986; 18:
172-9.

American Academy of Ophthalmology (2005).
Comprehensive Adult Medical Eye Evaluation,
Preferred Practice Pattern. San Francisco: American
Academy of Ophthalmology. Available at:
WWW.aa0.0rg/ppp.

Easterbrook M. Long-term course of antimalarial
maculopathy after cessation of the treatment. Can J
Ophthalmol 1992; 27: 237-9.

Sassani JW, Brucker AJ, Cobbs W, Campbell C.
Progressive chloroquine retinopathy. Ann Ophthalmol
1983; 15: 19-22.

Ruther K, Foerster J, Berrndt S, Schroeter J.
Chloroquine/hydroxychloroquine: variability ~ of
retinotoxic cumulative doses. Ophthalmologe 2007,
104: 875-9.

So SC, Hedges TR, Schuman JS, Quireza MLA.
Evaluation of Hydroxychloroquine Retinopathy with
Multifocal Electroretinography. Ophthalmic  Surg
Lasers Imaging 2003; 34: 251-8.

Siripen P, Skowrat K, Mongkol V, et al. Ocular
toxicity of Chloroquine among Thai patients. Int J
Dermatol 1999; 38: 934-7.

Mackenzie AH. Dose refinements in long term therapy
of rheumatoid arthritis with antimalarials. Am J Med
1983; 75: 40-5.



