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A Case Study of Seizure Induced by Tranexamic Acid

Used in Cardiac Surgery
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Abstract
Tranexamic acid is indicated for preven-

tion of blood loss in a variety of major surgeries,
including cardiac surgery which greater dosage
of tranexamic acid is used. Cases of tonic-clonic
seizure in patients undergoing cardiac surgery
were reported. High drug levels in plasma and
cerebrospinal fluid were possible cause along
with other factors that could impair drug elimi-
nation from the body. Tranexamic acid-induced
seizure can be prevented by using the lowest
effective dose to control surgical bleeding. So
far, there is no specific treatment and patient
management has primarily been supportive.
This report shows a case study of a
60-year-old Thai male patient with an under-
lying disease of end-stage renal disease. He
underwent heart valve surgery and received a
total dosage of 104 mg/ke of tranexamic acid
intravenously. Six hours after surgery, he deve-
loped a generalized tonic-clonic seizure. After
physical examination, laboratory tests, brain
computed tomography and electroencephalog-
raphy monitoring for 24 hours, tranexamic acid
induced-seizure caused by high dose used in

patients with renal impairment was diagnosed.
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A Case Study of Seizure Induced by Tranexamic Acid
Used in Cardiac Surgery
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According to the case study, proper
tranexamic acid dose is important in cardiac
surgery. To avoid drug-induced seizures, the
dose should be appropriately adjusted based
on renal function. Pharmacists should involve in
determining the causes and medication varia—
bles that may lead to seizures following cardiac

surgery.
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ngUszasAlangAnssungsuazldsundsannnissuunany

ieLiuAUAsEnnNeIiueIN1sTNIN N5IMeIEA 1T (tranexamic acid) Tugthenlasugivun

gadlaidnsumsidia uagdieninsinuvesiaunnses

unin

NIULAA 18TA (tranexamic acid) daLdu
EJ’ﬂ,uﬂaq':u antifibrinolytic agents ey synthetic
lysine analogue aaﬂqwéﬁuﬁu lysine-binding site
WUULYITU (competitive inhibitor) Ui plasmino-
gen vinlsgudansiden plasminogen 10U plas-
min Tng plasmin fivthiges fibrin Widy fibrin
degradation product hlinnsazaneduden
g desnannsadudensiia plasmin sdwa
TannsiAnnssuIunsazansauden (fibrinolysis)
wazvliaudennesa

dufunszulunisazarsduidenlunisnage
wladaldanurardanaznisldiaioalenuas
Wilaiey (cardiopulmonary bypass: CPB) Tu
SEWINMSEIAR  NaIfe  MSUIAEUIINANSHIGR

(surgical trauma) daznsiiadensen Vinliin
manszdunalnnisudetivesdoniia extrinsic
pathway Wag intrinsic pathway \ieaseduden
dmiuvgaidensonuazdenisunasadonilla sy
vy ssferutusanmeasiinienssdu plas-
minogen Tuaewdu plasmin iiieazaieduidon
ety lunsaimsrindnilailld cPB witevimini
Lmuﬁﬂﬁ]LLazUamaaﬁﬂw%mn Aziin1siden
ponuensMeLardufatiuasasyes CPB dslallaitu
Ravesiaenden WU @889 01 [Wudu vl
nsvunalnnisulsiivendenutasiinnssuiunig
arvaneaudeniiuduediiteddy  sauiEnanse
NIEAUNTTUIUNMTONLEUYRITINY  dawalinaln
nsudenvpadenunnsos®’

Tranexamic acid fvaudlglunsrmudantas
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fnslyegnaninernalunisundaaiesin 1ie9ann

Hugiivasnds  sienliune  waziuszaniang
dmfunisiidarialaludagiuiuuimieainaunay
EACTS/EACTA/EBCP U af. 2019 Fuduaunu
n1sHdnialakagnsienvesglsy  wustlily
tranexamic acid fiegawannsiindenson annis
TWden  wavaneudedunisidingiannnisiie
Honeanndwindn (class | level A) sgnglsiniy
yuneusnganluszrinnsindaiiladsideya

Tataau®  TaefisnenuuuIneNsINAILLALSUAUIU

12

NIzsdUgANITNIARUTENI 10-259 mg/kg 91N

9

IS v o

mAdeiinsinduunvunenduseduiuazgs 3
YuUIRYT 10-50 mg/kg Fadurwne1seRui uay
WIAETINNT 80 meke dafiuvuinenssu
a0 Tnewuissavsnmlunisiundensaniagii

(% s

nsaln19iAne1INSTIRABIALFNRUS AuIUIA
EJ,18711

F0819UUINYT tranexamic acid TUNISHIFA
vladadmfurunenszdugs Ae lvuine 30 me/
kg AatvaaERAAILUY IV bolus muAY 16
mg/kg/hr auﬂszﬂ"qguqmmﬁmﬁmﬁﬂﬁ] Azvilila
ANuudurateludenglseanas 100 mcg/mL
wazansadudinssuaunsaaneandenlddeas
98-100 aehslsfmnu wuin msliueesedus fe
10 mg/kg IV bolus m136ae 1 me/ke/hr AunTEI
Augamaidinily  awilldenududuvessly
FoaUszna 1020 meg/ml Faavansnsadudy
nzUIUNMsaaeaudenliUssanaderas 80
Sedniisamelunisdudinszuiunisavarsduidon
wazvhlidudonasiluiedlvguasinfidniuns
AR+

Tranexamic  acid  f31U3nmunsesngvs
(bioavailability) Sesay 30-50 @u1saduAUlUAU
Wiesdesay 3 lngdluaduiu plasminogen &l
J7u1m3n19n52218 (volume of distribution: Vd)

g9 1A 9-12 L/kg annsansgnglunis intracellu-

ASAIANWINISTNIIN NS1WYTA LeTn NidlunsHndnla

lar wag extracellular compartment sJ'mLS?J"]ﬁfLu
U9 (joint fluid) T LazfhusTuinmaendenuay
wansyuuUszam (blood-brain barrier: BBB) la
7 owuh sedveluimdedssauouarludunds
(cerebrospinal fluid: CSF) %ga%wﬁwmlﬁ%’um
TUudr 56 ke uasfimanduduiosas 10 e
deuiuluden nfiaesdimnulszana 2 il
gniveenmsilaanziesay 95 luguliasuuas
TnenseuIuns glomerular filtration 7ile Fatu 34
fruuphliusvruneluguaeiinnsinuves
launnsas™”

o1 slifsUszasddiliisuusamuasnindes
oz 02 dainduiusiunsldoluruings leun
pAld 013y (Weawns seudy d1vdu uenanil
Famuonslifiasszasdfiguussdaulddos  laun
omsinludihelddunmsindaiila  uaggtapi
nsvinuretlaunnsed®  N9Adedsenugdl
saldnlugitrerndadidlafildsu tranexamic acid
$ovay 0.9-25 warwugtAnisaitnundumnlésy

gluruInge’®”

nalnn1stAne1N15TNaN tranexamic acid”'**¢
Jagtudslinsunalnnisiinernistnain
tranexamic acid ﬁLLﬂsﬁJﬂ WAAIAIN  tranexamic
acid  flassadaluianadindnondsiu  y-amino-
butyric acid type A (GABA)) uag glycine 999N
qwéi%maé’u&ﬁ GABA, e glycine receptor Tu
szuulTEamaIUnas 1ay tranexamic acid 1A
a111301UN139U (affinity) glycine receptor 11nA77
alycine Uszanas 10 Wi B9 GABA waw slycine 1u
mi?{'aﬂszmmﬁm%gﬂ (inhibitory neurotransmit-
ter) vosszULUTEAMAUNansluaunsaylvdunas
Lﬁja tranexamic acid €JJU€J’jﬂ receptor 183 neu-
rotransmitter Waeswinssinaviililiinnsdud
nsdsdyauseniaeas  dwalviwanuszaingn
ﬂizél:umﬂﬂ’j’lﬂﬂa Lﬁm neuronal excitation Way
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AR JuUDIN15UN

Jaduideslunisine1nistnain tranexamic acid

1. fUrefiinsiauvedlaunnses  las
lanzegeadlansnsinisnsesvedle  (estimated
slomerular filtration rate: eGFR) #1091 30 mL/
min/1.73 m? faaudsslunisiinernisdnann
tranexamic acid mﬂﬂ’i’]éﬂ’mﬁﬁ eGFR 1A
60 mL/min/1.73 m’

190189 WINTNITINITANIAYIANRIILYIN LA

Weeanegnindneenain

AU tranexamic acid Tuideauarlu CSF psagle
wnty fafy Seflduugiliinsuuvsuneelug
rwfifinsvhauredaunnsast™

2. M3lPu tranexamic acid VUIAGITI
1nn31 100 me/kg WU wu nnslewunn 30 me/
kg IV bolus mu@ae 15 me/ke/hr ma 60 mg/kg IV
bolus au8 5 mg/kg/hr aumzmauammsmm
WliRuanudessonisiineinistn 4.83 whle
Jeutunstienuwns wu nsliervunn 10 me/
kg IV bolus mu@ae 1 me/kg/hr auﬂizﬁ"ﬁuqﬂmi
NS 19 9IneAsemudn nsIESy tranexamic
acid luvwaveunsanUssanas 50 meske 3990
agﬂu%ummazﬁwﬁ"n dlo¥aseiu tranexamic acid
luidealinudy 10-15 meg/mL TUszansaw
iemeiavsudinssuiunsazansaudonld Tagll
WipuEeslunsdnt 2161920

3. ¥UALarsEeLlIa1lunIsHIfn AR
Waansusadawladfiuanudedunisiine nis
¥ wesaniduimanisfidsdunisiinnzes
oneluvaondon (air embolism) siwaonLdon
LasLazvasnldonst deeseinialunasniden
#1311905UN U BBB vilW tranexamic acid g CSF
unTuaudmaliiine1nstnls uenanaudes
Fufudulugaefidomyassuulnadouiigumnd
i (deep hypothermic circulatory arrest: DHCA)™!
wazlufthefidedld cPB Wuszoznauundt 150
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4. fUnegeengdifionguinnit 70 U uawd
AZLUY APACHE II (Acute Physiology and Chro-
nic Health Evaluation Il) 11nn31 20 andinng
Usgiilugihosenziuuy APACHE Il wudn Banzuu
mLLam'jfls’iﬂaaﬁmwmumwaamiﬁuﬂaamﬂ way

B2 ygnnil {Uiege

FossensideTinuniy
0199giinsidngneenainsenieanasiosninns
vhavedlnanasiieniyuniu®
INIHEAAINIIARUN>?

81M159n31N tranexamic acid  TugUemad
ndiavala dnianelu 5-8 Faluusnudansnesa
anwazemstnidulsvatsuwuy  dlvanueinis
FnadininFanszaniiaddelionnisifies 2-3 uit wy
o139 lutaeosay 20 uanadunisnszandu q
ladudsmegianizdns  (myoclonic  movement)
wazilfftaeiflesdiutesiionnsdnazdidiuseilos
Hunmednsewies (status epilepticus) wonaN
i wuhdthedssanndosar 30-60 Tdnennely
24-48 Fluswdanefarile
ﬂqiaaaaﬂlilé,Zl,ZZ

Wadeanenmendtinvesitiy N1InTIa
$19M8 warfnnuasaiandulniiaues (electro-
encephalography: EEG) &wnnilnisiney EEG
TUSzEULINUAIINNIRALANITOYIBUEATENIN
ANENUIEY (shivering) msmzqﬂg’u q laidu
Jnglanizdil  waze1n1sinls  dmsudnuue
adulnianesinunfan tranexamic acid 71957
wueraluila rhythmic spikes poly-spikes waz
poly-spike-wave activity FaldnwaziSuazuvay
fnwuen1stnain  tranexamic acid  Wlogaed
sedupludonunnndt 20 llasndw/fiadans 3
AT wu sedveludendiviiliineinis

LY

YA NUAUNUSAUNISEAY tranexamic acid VUA
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4953111131 100 me/kg Fuly

LUINNITINN
HaguiudlifiduuziiFesnisnweinisin
21 tranexamic acid 8819t waldun1sSnw
wulszdulszreaiiolvigtaeiionnisasd Taeiid
wuzilunislioniiefnmeinstnaingt  fauans
Tumsedl 1 wenani  Wefiansannalnnisiie
91M159n97n tranexamic acid Sawddefiwuziili
Tonquseiunnuddn  (anesthetics) Fsoongu’
WJu positive allosteric modulator s glycine
receptor Tawn isoflurane, sevoflurane, desflu-
rane Way propofol \iounudl tranexamic acid 7

JUNU glycine receptor®?

nIAANE
Adevglned 01y 60 U dmiin 47.5 Alansy
sutlunaniy (body mass index: BMI) 18.1 Alansu/

ASAIANWINISTNIIN NS1WYTA LeTn NidlunsHndnla

MRS UEEeINwosutumenunTy 1
TUABUILTINGIUE

UszdRnauiulaelulagiu

2 #avineunilsanegivia Juiediennis
willosdraionnnuss Buntunasen laisalulnu
Slevigainudienisitu veusuld livau fan
?HLLN‘U@Q@’]ﬂ’]Sﬁ’]LLUﬂW}N New York Heart Asso-
ciation (NYHA) Lﬁ'uﬁﬁumﬂ functional class | 10 I

1 Ju newnlsimeiuiagUieionnisiiu
wihenvasiulutiu Azkuuautin 7/10 Yain
WE191M5ATY uausUlE NYHA functional class
Wiaauann 11w i

Uszinanududielusin

1. anzauialelunfanazionnsiniy
(moderate aortic valve stenosis and moderate
mitral valve stenosis) 3ANN15YI9IUVBIITR
a1y (left ventricular ejection fraction: LVEF)
61% ile 2 Vo

= g o U [l U o U
M13199 1 sremsuazvuinedmsudinglunsshwvieinstnannelaenily”

g YUINYNTUAY

AL ALUUABLLDY

First line drugs

Diazepam
ansalvigilayn 5-20 wil

Midazolam

Second line drugs

0.05-0.2 mg/kg IV bolus W1 20-30 Funi (VuneIgeEn 10
mg/dose) %138 0.1-0.2 mg/kg IM (¥1A81ggn 10 mg/dose)

5-10 mg IV bolus WU 2-5 W9l (YWIAe1deEan 10 mg/dose) -

0.05-2 mg/keg/hr
YSugnu EEG

Phenobarbital  15-20 me/ke IV My 1 me/ke/min @nunseliensiia 5-10 .
mg/kg/dose wasanlagl dose usnluuda 10 W

Propofol 1-2 mg/kg IV

Thiopental

2-7 mg/kg IV litAu 1 mg/kg/min

1.5-10 mg/kg/hr
Ysugnu EEG

0.5-5 mg/kg/hr
YSugnny EEG

EEG = electroencephalography
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2. 1(51’;’18@@%’&5383@;@%8 (end-stage renal
disease: ESRD) Wanln 3 aswiodunv wasiduy-
treseugnangle

a

3. A1EERTlUuNITNTeAgUUAREQE

Y

(tertiary hyperparathyroidism)
sren1seigUaelasunaudninwdalulse-

WgIuU|

1. Alfacalcidol (0.5 mcg) 2x1 po pc
2. Calcium carbonate (600 mg) 1x3 po pc
3. Enalapril (20 mg) 1x1 po pc
4. Amlodipine (5 mg) 1x1 po pc
5. Isosorbide mononitrate (20 mg)  1x2 po ac
6. Sodium bicarbonate (300 mg) 1x1 po pc
7. Aspirin (81 mg) 1x1 po pc
8. Atorvastatin (40 mg) 1x1 po pc
9. Erythropoietin alpha 3,000 IU SC weekly

Use¥amadeny  UjiasUsziRnsiugsuas
quYIS

Usedansunen Uiasnisuiienwaze1mis

vdanumndlansiaialasenauidssniud
a4 (echocardiogram: ECHO) 3fageilunnizlsa

Y
v
a tY

sumnlalundauazioneiiniv uavdumilalnsdaln
'%ba (severe mitral valve stenosis, moderate aortic
valve stenosis, moderate tricuspid valve regurgi-
tation) & LVEF 50% $4anad91n4fia WimeFennuny
Wasuautlalunsauazionssin saurdennatay
ilalasdatn

neur1dn JUlelasunisnsianisivaisy
yomasadenluausiuaznasndenwndlugfine
(carotid duplex ultrasonography and transcra-
nial doppler ultrasonography: CDUS and TCD)
\esnngiheiinnudssgsienisiialsavassiden
auesgafundsrinda daliimuanuiiaunile

sennaudesindngUaelasunisvin CPB
Duszeziaan ¢ $alus 11 widt Wszeznanidasu
a8 $Tua 30 undl 165U tranexamic acid 30
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mg/kg IV bolus a1uaI8 5 mg/kg/hr UUIAITIM
Wavaa 104 mo/kg ofﬁzw,@il,%'ué]’uauﬂizﬂ"qguqmﬂﬁ
HAn wazldsuen 16 me/ke/hr luverUagingmsie
BN 20 U9l

JUaeld$ueufiausiiietestunisinie
USwar ey cefuroxime 750 mg IV d1u9u
2 pds Tneleuenrousunda 1 $alus Juadedt 1
nan 9.10 U waradedt 2 At 13.10 W Feietu
4 Hilusluviesinda dmuenaudu q Aguaelasy
YUNIFA LALN

1. ®1i@au (general anesthetic) A sevo-
flurane %ﬂLfJumaaUQmmﬁ@laizma (inhalatio-
nal anesthetic) uaz etomidate Javfuensziuay
Janviiadatvaenideni  leglasulutisiuves
nsinaau mmﬁu;ﬁﬂwiéﬁfu propofol IV deilasau
ﬂizﬁﬂquWﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ Wieshwszduntssefuay
38n (maintenance of anesthesia)

2. sl’msiaur]ﬁ’mﬁa (neuromuscular bloc—
king drug) @® rocuronium

3. gudsy  (adjunct) sauAunslienseiu
PwiEn ieasszAuMIAay fo fentanyl uag
midazolam

4. snszduidlauazmandaniovaseiien
(inotrope and vasopressor) Wieriuanuduladio
LLaz%’ﬂmé*wUfgwm%wsuaﬂﬁﬂasﬂﬁmﬁsw’mmﬁm
Aa adrenaline, noradrenaline kag milrinone

v&spenanviesindn 6 luswnzegluver
Uiwdngn fhelennistninsansznn Sdswenszan
FUlUmewn wauwazaie 2 Prandensean W
Uszana 45 Uil mnﬁqumaq nsshwlit dia-
zepam 10 mg IV sidsaniuginefiuvunasasis 2
Franseanidududnnn 1 dalus Swuiomn 4 Ay
a’lm'i%’ﬂwqmaa wnndlien levetiracetam 1,000
me IV 738 500 mg IV once daily wagliendiu
500 mg IV post HD wenanil Sin1smsiafnmna EEG
mendrannisinadsanineyszan 6 Falus
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NAN1IASIVINNNY
Vital signs: T 37.8° C, BP 94/44 mmHg, P 82/min,
RR 20/min
General appearance: comatose, on endotra-
cheal tube (ETT)
HEENT: not pale conjunctiva
Lung: clear
Abdomen: soft, not tender
Extremities: no edema
Lymph node: not palpable all cervical, axilla,
groin
Neurological sign: stupor, not follow command,
pupil 2 mm reactive to light both eyes, Doll’s
eye intact, Gag reflex positive, motor power
grade 2+ all
NaALNYLSIADUNANDS
Computerized tomography (CT) UStieuaNas: Ll
wuideneenuarinuandongaduluaies
Han3IaINeiaIUURANTS:
Electrolyte: Na 143 mEq/L, K 3.93 mEg/L, Cl 103
mEg/L, HCO3 20.9 mEqg/L, Mg 2.97 mg/dL, Ca 9
mg/dL
Complete blood count: RBC 4.06x10°/cumm,
Hb 11 ¢/dL, Hct 35.3%, Platelet 113x10°/mm’,
WBC 11.20x10>/mm’ (Neutrophil 88%, Lympho-
cyte 9%)
Arterial blood gas during ETT: pH 7.322, PCO,
41.5 mmHeg, PO2 100.7 mmHg, HCO3 21.7 mEg/L
Blood sugar: 100 mg/dL
N33ty
LNME81g3NITUNITEUUYTEAINITAdY
generalized tonic-clonic seizure 31NBINILLEAY
neAdtln  wan1IRsIas1enelUnuANRAUNANIY
szuuUszaved ndaaufienaduseslsaluaues
naLengLsgABURILAOs UTUaNaslunulsAran
Fenaues (stroke) Han1sAnmuAdulniaueve

ASAIANWINISTNIIN NS1WYTA LeTn NidlunsHndnla

AUienaen 24 Falus limuadudn (epileptiform
discharges) sty DIYTUNNENTLUUUTEANAS
ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ’]LW}@’]ﬂ’]'ﬁ%’ﬂﬁﬂﬂ non-structural  causes
LU ﬁmmmmmﬁqﬂ Sofinsananusyians
1A5UB1 onset T9991INITN  LAZDINIILAAINIG
AATN WndunshavongsunndnesruuUsTamMAni
tranexamic acid-induced seizure mﬂﬁ?jﬂ LWNFUNT
MnN1sUsEluRIL Naranjo’s algorithm lalusgeu

9199214 (possible)

anUse

Alaeeeny 60 U flsausgdrdadu ESRD
Faadranaunulaglanisnenidendlainiodle
Flow @hdumsrihdaitenasunasdonusuauiile
ydsaneenaniesndn 6 Falus fihefiennisdn
yiandenszanvhdudussezna 45 undl wagdl
pImsdnean 4 ads nn 1 $2lus dmfumsided
9INSTNUSIFRRIlaAIsIINSLeNYTnB 01
Frudu 2 Useam faununnd 1 fie eanisdnang
7l (focal seizure) uazemsindash (generalized
seizure)  Lipsandmnudidnlunisuenanngves
o1msinld Tnegihefifionsdnaneisnam
AnlsAnasnidonanasriialduundu (acute stroke)
warnshnideluates duemsdnisindag
PNANURAUNFNNUUNUOBNTONWINYT  1TU
mﬂﬁ%auzﬂzjm cephalosporins, tranexamic acid
ey pethidine Judu  v3ee19LinaInn151081
(drug withdrawal) LU Weaneges wareNgy ben-
zodiazepines” wonanil Tuffthenddld CPB a1
FliAnnnzanesndendansvselinnisuin
Buhluveailoauesddwmaliinennisdnimasin®

NTIYIUNTATIVTNAGUVDIUNNEG WU
FUnemduanusfianansoneuauosedisuLse
LLazﬂﬁzﬁu%’l q FunanenSale 1wy deep pain gy
uiilonganszdudineasvdumasludn  (stupon)
hiwummﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬁuaqgmum%ammaaLLiJama"Léf
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INLANZN (focal seizure)
sAviasnLaanauae (stroke)

=l = G o/
NaaALHINENBINUNIDYARAU
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