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Abstract
Datura spp. is a herbaceous plant that

resembles a pea eggplant. It is found in many
tropical and sub-tropical continents around the
world. The species found in Thailand is Datura
metel L. There are two main types, Datura metel
L. var. metel and Datura metel L. var. fastuosa
(Bernh.) Danert. Datura spp. contains hyoscine
(main component), atropine and hyoscyamine.
The highest level of alkaloid is found in seeds.
These substances act as anticholinergic agents.
Datura spp. can be used for treating wounds and
abscesses, reducing pain and inflammation, and
relieving asthma symptoms. However, it may
cause poisoning and abnormal symptoms such
as fever, dry skin, headache, agitation, halluci-
nation, seizure, tachycardia, confusion, numb-
ness, excitement, blurred vision, dilated pupils,
difficulty  breathing,

urinary retention, constipation, and delirium.

muscle incoordination,
The severity of symptom can be life-threatening.
The specific antidote is physostigmine. As

physostigmine injection is not available in Thai-
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land, symptomatic treatment is recommended
and patients should be observed for at least
2-36 hours.
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South America
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