Poisoning from Jellyfish
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Abstract
Jellyfish poisoning has been reported in

patients with history of sea swimming in many
parts of the world including Thailand where the
incidence of such cases remains underreported.
Redness or longitudinal burns at the site of con-
tact with the stinging jellyfish venom are com-
monly seen. In some cases, symptoms develop
rapidly and severely such as respiratory muscle
paralysis, cardiac arrhythmia followed by heart
failure leading to a fatal outcome. Some cases
of single-tentacle box jellyfish may cause Iru-
kandji syndrome as a result of catecholamine
release. The syndrome is characterized by acute
symptoms such as palpitations, tachycardia,
agitation, and hypertension which caused by
the secretion of poisonous needles from the
nematocysts. Therefore, if first aid is adminis-
tered immediately and correctly, it will greatly

increase the chances of survival.
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BP 125/69 mmHg

HR 110 beats/min

RR 33 times/min

T 36.5 °C

oxygen saturation: 99% room air

pupil 2 mm RTL both eyes
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