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Abstract

This Retrospective study aimed to investigate risk factors of birth asphyxia in a newborn at Pra Arjarn

Phun Ajaro Hospital. The samples of 66 patient records of pregnant women who had delivered a child at this

hospital, was purposively selected. The study group included 22 records of pregnant women who delivered
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a child with Apgar score at 1 minute lower than or equal to 7. The control group included 44 records of

pregnant women who delivered a child with Apgar score at 1 minute greater than 7. Data were collected from

patient records during October 1, 2008 to September 30, 2010. The data were analyzed for frequency,

percent, Chi-square test, and Odds ratio (OR).

The results revealed that there were three significant risk factors of birth asphyxia including vacuum

extraction (OR= 17.50), prolongation of the second stage labour which was over 60 minutes (OR = 9.80), and

pregnant women age at 35 years or over. (OR = 5.13).
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