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Abstract

Nursing education in Thailand has continually developed. First, nursing education was arranged as an

occupation for women. Nurses in the past were trained by their families, Buddhist monks, or by self-study.

The temples and the homes were their training settings until 1896 when the first nursing school (now the

Faculty of Nursing, Mahidol University) was established at Siriraj Hospital. This first nursing school in Thailand

was founded under the patronage of Queen Sripatcharintra, the Queen of His Majesty King Rama V.
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Currently, nursing education has been developed to become a nursing profession. Nursing leaders who

have vision and competence as well as nurses' cooperation lead to high achievement of nursing profession.

Presently, there are 82 nursing education institutes which are under supervision of government and private

sectors as well as foundation throughout the country. Bachelor and Master Degrees are provided by means

of both traditional class room and distance education methods. Doctoral programs have been provided also.

Some programs in each degree are offered in both Thai and international languages. Nowadays, nursing

education in Thailand has been recognized nationally as well as internationally.
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