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Postoperative Cognitive Dysfunction in Older Adults: Knowledge and

Nursing Care Based on Empirical Evidence

Pornnapa Naknonehun M. N.S. (Gerontological Nursing)*

Abstract

The incidence of Postoperative Cognitive Dysfunction (POCD) usually increases
in elderly people. However, because the knowledge of POCD is not widely known,
healthcare personnel may mishandle the condition, wrongly assuming that older adults’
memory loss is a normal age-related physiological consequence. Elderly patients with
POCD usually display slow postoperative recovery, a high rate of re-hospitalisation,
and an increased mortality rate. In addition, POCD affects the quality of life of both the
elderly patients and their families. Currently, mechanisms leading to POCD are not
fully understood, but they are believed to be related to several factors. As healthcare
personnel working closely with elderly patients, nurses are, therefore, required to develop
a better understanding of POCD. Such an understanding could enable them to properly
monitor any resulting abnormalities and provide elderly patients with suitable care
based on empirical evidence, to prevent or reduce POCD-related abnormalities in this

group of patients.
Thai Journal of Nursing Council 2018; 33(1) 15-26

Keywords: cognitive dysfunction; older adults; postoperative; nursing care based on

empirical evidence
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ANLATYNINUINNNITUNNEG LD
Mgy dmalissnnsiiogdeiueniiu
Fafinnuggeagiiniuegunaiinnids
fonar 12.8 Tull w.a. 2555 adulusosas
15.43 Tyt w.a. 2557 wazmamsainlud 2568
Uszinalneasiidgeargiiunidosas 20 udaa
Thiuhansiivssmalnednidhddaudaang
(aging society)’ Iﬂﬂmqﬁtﬁluﬁu%wumwmﬁau
wasmaialsaFasadininniu dufuggeany
FepeMsmasne  wazmsshaaduiinauinn
Usznaunuanudmmhmamsunnglutaiun v
Faaangilamadiumsdaiiinanniuagiie
dailes deaddrgeagiihfumatdasswig
U w.A.2555- 2557 HNUIUTBEDE 16.0 16.5
waz 18.0 mMudIGU® aghalshemuegaeging
Wasuwlesmaduaisinenlumeiideunasag
UAZWATIUATBNBITNMEANN® SKa lHiLia
Amsunandaundimashdaldanniu wy enu
HaUnAMUMIIAe  Msduaudaunau Az
@anaan mstiuzasilafiedive Wudu Toa
wzagnisanuiaUnddumssAandans
ihdia FnaliRauansznunsdaryiaty asauas
wazdan asnndlaiannsiiudigaangas
fims Humamendsmasidath manduanms
Snwnlulsswennagetu uasiidanmeiiaiu
uananilfdanadanummiinzasgees was
asauaIdnae arthlugdammediauuas
\AEgA’ Gatu unumraanenadeiiamnasiy
asifiasdautharTa Aamuussilasiumaiia
anufioun@il unenuilfeldiiauaasdanag
Wenfuamzanuiialnidiunsiaanasns

ENG0 uazmaguamavanIuEIszandiilalu
wnmMeEmsuNeNUIa lumsiEhseds daenu wae
ammmLﬁlﬂﬂumitﬁmmmﬁﬂﬂﬂaﬁmmiﬁ'ﬁm
PN SN

aluenITaILAZAINBNIBAIANNEAUN G

<!

v v

mumigﬁmwﬁ'\imimﬁdu@gamq

anuiiaUnfidnumsidavasmsenan
anuiiaundiwuldves Tudedlvaiwuld Sosas
26 lugnnaimsian 1 dUand waz Saeas 10
lugrandamsenan 3 Waw® udglianmsniazwuy
gunuiudasas 45 Tugiiorgannnh 60 1 dwsy
MsdnalanmsaianNuRialnd sumsiae
naamsshdazaasznalnglungueigensildsy
M5EAAIlauuULila (open heart surgery) WU
atiimsnidasay 27.40° andiuldhigiangiild
SumsthdaiienudeslumaiaanuioUnd
MUNMITIAANIIMIENAAAB UL NG

ANNANUNAAIUNITIAANTINITHIGG
NANEN ANNEAUNAYDINTZUIUNMSAG (though
process) X715 (attention) ANNA (memory) NT
ﬁ‘lﬂ’luﬁ%ﬂ‘ffﬂu (executive function) ASEUIUNIS
ﬂs:mawaﬁaga (information processing) AN
ansolumsldmen (language comprehensive)
wazmslFassne (abstract thinking) Toe Laithienda
nuanNiiaUndddala®®

dagtiuldiimsdnsndardunalans
HAANNAAUNAUNMITIAANSINTENGA UaE
T lawide @ehidenntadananadu
(multifactorial ) lown

1. NoUMSEIGA (Pre-operative)

1.1 a1 Fegeangemedimsn/aeuuag

TWlumadew TeswadUszamiisnnuanas lu
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47 ¥ 2 g
yrMhvasldeanaianay M lvimsaeasss
cholinergic neurons Fanentaenulszansmw
ANNUDIFNDIEIY  hippocampus  Usznaunu
(AAINDINMIFZANYDY amyloid LWNUUFING
TWanudwasdyanaszamanas Wuing
Tenugdnaauauasdaljizendn waz mMs3
apulmanas HUNIANNEINTD lUMSNEIN
143 9 (recent memory) 8989 INMSANIWUN
gl ANNFNRUENNUINAUANIZANNEAUNG
MUMIZAANSINTHIGG laangueagineny
™ 65 Y asiienudaslumsiieenuiiodnd
v Ya [ 3 1 o ] d'
MuUMIZAaU 2.7 (2eengumaganang
Wagndn 65 U

1.2 15A39% (Comorbidity) Hguagau
Tnaisinfidamgumwanamsideaneassanme
P o W ' v = T2 @
filsaUszimediag 1 Tsandaunnni Feain
I &L o v v v o v
WudamGasauasguuss daua lvegeagdeda
MIDANMZUNINTDUNSINTEIAN MAWANIY
$1909BNKERNILANN NNMIANNNUIINGIY
nlsaTINgasiaNuEeedamMaianIzANN
HaUnGmunsae wasgearaniimasuuulsn
A Vv = d’l a a Y
TupgazimsnumennaMzanNiaUnfnu

Va J Vv lﬁ'd 1 1 11

mM3anannngengniaazuuulsnsings

1.3 Szﬁﬂﬂ’l‘iéﬁﬂ (Cognitive function)
ABUMIENNN  HENDIENNTEAUMITAAUNWIBY
(cognitive impairment) ABUNISHINA ALAINA LA
ANMUTINITOYBITNDILUNITNUA DM TUIALIU
(injury) 2UEIANRON LAAANNEAUNAMIUMS
MvihNuaaNes’> NNMIANNWUTINGNAIBEN
PR 9% Yo A o a a a
nilszaumsiaaUnailamaianmzanuiaUnd

kg Ya e ) QJ 4 13
UM IIANURINNINIOAUDEY

£

AuANNFUazMIINEIIANIIang MBI EIny

1.4 Usziamsanusanagad (History of
alcohol) LﬁaqmﬂLLaaﬂaaaéﬁ)qumaWLﬁﬂ atrophy
294 frontal lobe WHHAGDHFNIDT MITINUKY AT
aadula wasanud dwwaliggeargiissaumsg
AAUANIDINBUMSHIAG WIBaIRM AN
Fusuidsundundamsehea Fuiutededesly
MAAAMIEANNAAUNRNUNITAANEINTENG
16 wamsdnichuswuh msauuaanagod
WutadedsadamsiianzenuiaUndsu
msAandimaida wihaugadunaumaidi
Sumsiaautunm 5 dUme

2. 3eWINMIHIAA (Intra-operative)

2.1 %09 3aa (Type of surgery)
SLEzMIUMSHIAA way szeznm lumslesu
#3UANINTEN MIMIFENIWURTANM DB
AMEANNAAUNAMUMITFAN 7 TUNSINTHING
wlageiiedanes 33 Milanaiiosmnanauands
ypsnszumsshdaniimsléeiaslaniladion
(cardiopulmonary bypass) WazdiNa LitiaWas
210¢ (emboli) 6’2’%\1L%‘Jummqﬁﬁﬂﬁtﬁﬂmiqmé]’u
299000180 AFNDY (occlusion cerebral vessel)
mliieenuiiaUndaumszdn’® smsusses
nanlumsehen  wazszaznm lumslasuensziu
anusdntunuh mahdaifissaznanuas
ilszaznmlumslasuenssiuanaddnenunu
e enasfurnusdnilinadasuasssszuy
Uszam cholinergic dradanus Bnmagarly
FNDNMALEDN WIBFNBILIN Al
HaUnAeUMIFANNAIMIENGA"®

2.2 amzenueulaiash (Hypoperfusion)
waNKAlA cerebral perfusion 889 NISYUE
sandrulUidsugadavaslivisane luszazusn
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aaduasaziimsUsuamlaamsanmslEwasnu
uazynBgauIn cerebral perfusion B3lutiiewe
Leﬁaa"emma:tﬁmmiamﬂiuﬁqm (apoptosis)
mitieenuiaUnGaumszaanainisuiee
NamsAnmwuggeangiidanuduladiod
PUENGH HAMzANNEAUNAMUMITANNEINT
sdmnnnluggengitcmenudulafiound®®
3. MERAININIAG

3.1 MInauduasaansantdy (In-
flammatory response) Naﬁl’lﬂﬂ’liﬂi’lﬁﬂﬁlzﬂ%@i’u
NSEUIUMSADUTUBNA DM IDNLEUBITNME LU
sraounauin i insmateans cytokines @a
interleukin-6 (IL-6), interleukin-7 (IL-7) (L8
TNE-0L denaliitinmsunafuasailadasaua
(cerebral tissue damage) ¥3DDIAUNANIE septic
encephalopathy d4maliltinanuiaUnfioums
Sanld’® wanniimsnavauasdamssniaud
ildemeseumds msveunduasuuda
msSulssmummsuazansinanas seauaMa
thaiady  wesmsiiufduiugmedinanas
FailuamegantumsiiannsanuiaUnieu
M33A0"T NNMIANHWUNNINDUTUBIGBNS
LU ENAINTHIANNI LAl AN NFURUS AU
mzanuiiaUndcumsifalas IL-6 Awavinli
anuaula wazanuaInsalumsfaianas’®

3.2 aNNUIMEBaIMSEIA®  (Post—
operative pain) LLa::ﬂ’l’ibl%’EI’l’w:f‘IJﬂ’J’lN‘IJ’mﬂEiN
opioid laganuthamenaamsiaainansznu
119983 (indirect) Lﬁmmﬂﬁwﬂﬁqmmwmi
UBUNAUANAIINAUMS LA U sEiuaNuthe
ﬂa; N opioid %ﬂfl Havh Lians acetylcholine ‘ﬁlfl NaAD
anudiiinuasashliiiemsiaeiiunnas’

wazwanniulsaausadan (dementia)'® a0
MIAN WU'h;jgmmqﬁﬁszé’ummﬂmguuiq
azfianudsdlumsiianizanuialniiaiu
ms3aa Toe daeagiifianuthassdugesiyg
mmtﬁ'ﬂﬂumstﬁﬂmasmmﬁﬂﬂﬂaéfwumﬁﬁﬂ
3.23 h Pasigangifsrduamanhaiinias
wasgaogiildsuensziuanunhangu opioid
Mevaan@aadiingy 1 Faansuaziinany
@ealumsiianneil 1.03 wh®

3.3 MWD FUTULRIUNWAUNSIENGH A
(Postoperative delirium) ma:ﬁ%v‘iﬂﬁtﬁmmsamm
yasensaalszam acetylcholine Fafluadaanu ©
Tosnwuhggeaaiifiansiaduaundamsshda
azfianudsdlumsiianizanuialniaiu
M33AR 1.6 11 wazmniamswaduanNuGany
fuszaznm 3 Juaziinanuidoaiinguda 2.2%
dumsnnlulsamalnewuhigeogiifiane
Wadusumendanmsrdaaztinenudesly
M3tinANNEAUNAIUNMIIAN 7.62 VP83
Haeangdlifnnsiwaduaumendsnsuieo
wasgagiifisraznmesnnsinedusune
wasmsEhdatNgy 1 Suaziinanudelums
anzaNNRaUndmuNIIANEN 2.06 in®

3.4 Qt:umwmsuawé"u (Quality of sleep)
issmnmsuaunduluszez REM sleep a2l
mslnadeuladialuszuudszamiisannau i
msdaanzdlusiuluszuudszamanniy Tog
nszIumMsiRzdaasumsmiilyasaussey
ANNAN NTTVIUMINSEEUT AN UasMs
USudmussaziannms duiuggengifissau
AuMuMIauUVdUaaaielianudadums
aanuiaUn@mumsiaa'” nmsdnsnwud
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A nMsueunauiianasazilimsilume
NAENAAAART LNANNBIUNEE BAAINTINNTD
Tumsashadlafisufudaumsenda wasds
wuhmauaulivdulugdgeagtuiiuaivgzas
MIFAAUNNIDA (cognitive impairment)* §BAARD
fumsdnmniimuhmsusuvauilifiaumm uas
msdunasdniiluilhdsnszduamsenuiiond
MUMIFAN

AaNHUZAINITUTNININAIHN (Clinical
characteristics) Nananulunnzanuiinund
AUNITIAANAINITEIAR

U4 a

HaNaIgaNaUamNIMsiaUnionumszan
dql 9/3 v - - = G = L ] %4
Hlaaauad 191 73U 3 1iou wse 1 U wasmsenan
Tesamsaasnnzilanunsomalatasuazanaay
fomsevaginuiudon® ggeargunneains

[ < < = [

anvazasag il niauneRliM WL
lugmsiia Tsndaluuas (Alzheimer’ s disease)®
B gaeIgNHNMITANNEAUNAN UM IIAATAY
MINANAINMIUNNIDI 91

1. @y (Memory) Fuduprmsuana
aauusn leaggeargazienudluszezau ana
Hanmsviasau

2. anundlavisaaula (Concentration) wae
#315 (attention) AaE{geargliainsnaniany
Fandavihlawu Waliduhduinnszquazgn
wanannaulalahe wissagiuneazidaad
laidany Beazdunaiuiggeargliasnsah
nanssulasdnaaiiios wazdsiianuennaiuin
Tumsiaunaeegslunadenulvdisa’

3. MIMNUNTUTDYU (Executive function)
Hgeogaslianinsodanlasanufouazanns

untan ludinusziniule Sanudalumsneusu
Jamslavaaas’

4. nszvumMslszananaiaya (Speed of
processing) I}SjléjﬁBWQQsﬁﬂ’J’lNH’lN’]iﬂi‘L&ﬂ’l‘iﬂ‘izN’Jﬁ
dayalvianiazas danwaunnlumsiindna
flaznameanin uarluurneaaiimsasuulas
MUYABNMNNWUAE WY ANTIN

MNHAREAzANNEAUNFMUNMIIAANAY
NMSHIOG

AMEANNRAUNAIUNITIAANAIHIAG
dnsoltansdugunnmsisauisuaaziuuu
TuszaznaunISHIAALALILELNAINISHIN A
T@ﬂlﬁttuuﬂisl,ﬁuﬁﬂsaquuL%}awmm‘h (memory)
anuaula (concentration) MIFUFIU 31 doud;
uAAa (orientation) MIAIUINU (mathematical
functions) WATMSINNURTUTEY (executive
functions) #9UNIMsARMLATIMSITanan:
anuRaUnfsumsiaanaimsenee laaly
LuunasaUFNBIaITY (MMSE) yniimazuuu
nadauNssaMNENpIdunsIMsEh e Aan
NNNNTINBUMTENAR 2 AU WHINTIHFIDE
finmzanufioUnddumsianifatu agals
AMuMS5ANH2BY International Study of Post-
Operative Cognitive Dysfunction (ISPOCD) t§ua
MITINGHUTUNMIEANNEHAUNFAIUNITIAR
waamsedafinzandamslduuuissiiiv
Neuropsychological test 289D 4 LuUNadau®®
Gradi

1. The Visual Verbal Learning Test Aol
Haeorgaudmilnnguuasniinnesdiesan
AN maediae 1 /2 31 $1uu 15 @ e
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3 A51 eggeegeuaaluudazas lnuandil
lalaglidasFasidu nnthudomull 15-25
witliggeaguanmiihldlaglidaadesieu
Ussifiumannunudiidgeoguenldgndas
Tunsagaihe

2. The Concept Shifting Task R part A 14
aaogmnifonTesdiianl-16 dau part B 19
fysangmndanlevszunadhanys (lummaangy
#8013 A-P) uaglu part C Wiggeaganidon
TendnaaiuaiLay uazaanysnumsnys Ussiiy
wannnaigganglilumsihuuunasay

3. The Stroop Color Word Test o Elblﬁlmjéjﬁ 21g
vandedildfuwinumasuddad w40 A
(ﬁqgﬂﬁl) ﬂ's::Lﬁuwamm‘hmuﬂ%gqﬁ;qumquan
Fodldandng

4. The Letter- Digit Coding 1%@@081@@%
Fasnwalldassiudiey 1-9 mudadheiily
. meluna 60 i UYssiiuwanndiuoy
Fydnuaifidnldgneng

mswlanatiiadfadenizanuiiand
GIUNITIANNEINITHIAANWUUYTELTY
neuropsychological test Ao Manashuuunagay
@ z-score TuudazuuunagauINnnM 2 lag
FNTOMUIN z-score AN AIALULUUNDU
M0N0 (x) — (AMPLUUUBIINTENIND (u) /
ehmﬁ'mLuummgmfiaumsvhé'm) agnalshonu
managaumsmilinalumsmageud
wnsanfuggEildsumaiea Wasmnaadl
Hasaduanueise wisanuhefisuniuly
wmxﬁﬁqqmqﬁmuumaau Farugranan
wianzaulumsnagaude 7 3 uar 3 LHou
Waamsenan laauuuysediu Montreal Cognitive
Assessment Tool (MoCA) Lﬂuﬁmmuﬂiuﬁuﬁ
fisuilasnniianumansanduggeogildsu
mashda?  milgiaglFuuumesaudananans
Hum st nUfiannunngfidamqgviatin
%m’iwmtﬁammQﬂﬁamﬂuﬁﬂumiﬂimﬁu

(O WNY
Lien Lien
WISU TN

31]‘71' 1 The Stroop Color Word Test

v ey a a v Va
MsguatigeargiiinnuialninIunI3An
naIMIEIRAMNKangIMBIlszany

nnmsdnnichundslifinainmane
anwiinUndidiumsiaanasmssnda iilasnn
drlinnuanmaiiuida  daiumsguainmi
wiumsilasiuuazaatiadadecdussaznouns

HG0 szmsEnde wazvasmsshae Fuu
Safinenunamslianuddudumsilasiunas
aatlade-.@ee fail
1. NBUMIING
1. dsmiivamwigonamatiadedes
W oy Tsedam szaumside Useidnmsau
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weanased wardensithideessniemsshea
i H0UeNMSEAe Sz luMsSHIen was
szaznmildsunssiuanuddn diadhsziims
NANIEANNAAUNFMUMIZAANTINIENGR
2. qualigeargauanlinsiniy
Tsanunu lsnanuaulafiagelvaglunmzind
L‘ﬁ'mmﬂmmﬁu‘[aﬁmgq uazmazﬁwma”lmﬁamgq
ed96a 19 cerebral blood flow aAa9
5. Tdayaiidunalnmaiiuthe
warMIUsMMaaulIan UL g tiean
ANNAM wazaNMInnnNaNNmMsiduthe lag
anund wazenaianinaiasiligaany
uaunaunnuauliuiieswe deualvtianny
wilped waranszAuaMNNUAaM U0
2. TTUINMIHINA
mMatehszNuazilaanune hypoperfusion
Sail
1)  Usziudayanadn (Vital signs)
iathssamezanuiilaia Fudaldnnnans
d1L16) @ N hypovolemic shock a1NNT8AIN
YN pre — load N distributive shock NN IO
YN after — load B30 cardiogenic shock a1N
memlanaiden®™
2) Uszifiueauluilasdn
faiileuiiafamuanmsasuuamesmeila
Nadan wazlinstiewae laaanunei®
3) Irfeandau wiannaluany
dndulimingauduggeoglusswiedildsuen
szfuamugannac Taelwasdy O, saturation 8]
55w 94 -98% tiadaaduliUsnaeanGiay
ludwadanaslaaeaiisana®
1) qualildummhuaadninslad
wianmsmuauszauihmaludanlininsay

£

AuANNFUazMIINEIIANIIang MBI EIny

ilasnnszduihmaluidaaiigdawals cerebral
blood flow ana9*®
3. UAIMSEIAN
mswennaLiasemsiuaule

1) Usziiuanuiingesygaeny
saualuiaainily uazUsaiuihusees nitelims
QUABENIMINZEN  LasKgenaaslasuessiu
anuhaiazuuueNlI0 > 4 Az Hasn
nsziutheeslduadigaiilaiionmaies 8
gohiiianainafanios madaselvdienmsinn
annAuthaazmuaalaen wasdasldann®
Smsuggenafifimazuuuamano < 4 Asiuy
msqualilasunmsiamannuthalaslalden
wiu msusstmenuthalagldanudiy msiam
waz msldmaiiamseauame® dasnazily
FTUVUTEAMMINTNWNIINGN  (parasympathetic
system) HIUSNMERMIHEUAIEANINLATLA

2) lfenszduanuthangs non -
opioid 17U enngu NSAID Taewuhggeeedil
mssamstuanutialeananidsanslesuen
naw opioid HavdmsnimsiianzanuiiaUnd
drumsidandsmsidatiasninguiilden®

MU NN UAIEFUTULAIUNAUNY

e eail

1) aﬂﬁﬁmémuazﬂﬁaﬂssﬁu
fdaasnliiianmzdusudsundunasrfe
@ udlunmznassind@nlnslad uazansenms
MADDNTLAU MIIOMIANNUIN MITLEITNNT
UauUnau®

2)  nszqulvEgeegsuziv nm

k] u
y &

d0NUT YAASIDUMIBELEND WIDNTNASNEGNA
Tumainsnlulsswenina nszdulviiimsnaaulm
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Toan5) Mumessussnliggearganinsodoms
lagaau wu msdamuwiuem viansaeene®
3) NUMINEIUIAUAZHQUANIT

-

Juiinnsayaaaduanamndulile el

Haaengdwee suasaligeargiidnsinlums
Shwn fimsusudanedanlianzan wu Sunim
Ui ihoesldiiggeanaduinsanilnden aviag
ey flussaheathaiissne ieannmsia
AMEFUFURIUNAUNSIN TG0

4) wﬁm?;mms;gnﬁmwuwm%a
difgaargilasnnnszduliggeangfionig
Fuswdsumaulaanngu®

duaduligeeguaunaulandeil

AMMNWHIINTHIAR

1) dudsumsuauvaulaglalden
L3U M3INAIA (acupoints) MIWNBUANIEY NTUIN
mMsldauas dee vsamwassnmathte gaus
1n1ia (aromatherapy) iiva Wigeengdnriaunms
waranszauanuiuthe Feenuthaduilads
Sanimhligumwmsusundundansida
Tufgearganas®

2) anthisnsduiiligauanm
msusunduanaslagmsiadunadanliazen
Jevaay emasemnazadn aumiiviesagly
BN 21-27 DFNBFHT VNUNUMTINNAINTTN
memanennariie llsuniuggeoiglasla
udu  msAeseuanudAumMINITNEIUa
wsimsanhanssulamsieasiu®  wmnil
enwiiludasinluaswiumsvanasslusses
REM sleep [iasnndradamsimihiassaa
enuANNAN IAnuFTUsAUNTEUIUMIMSISEUS

AN azMSUSUMMNTTEZNAUINS

RIGIE) Ll,ug;luﬂ'ﬁdﬂ Lﬂ%NQﬂ!ﬂ']Wﬂ'ﬁWiﬂU']ﬂ

1. MSUSLLNULNDINANSNIILAITINAG

v
L2

ﬂﬂaﬁmmsiﬁwé’qm‘sméﬁLﬂuﬁqéﬂﬁm GRITIUE]
d‘ vV a d‘y = =1 a va
Mzlduvudszdiunzil asimsinufuams
lduvudssdivangemaivalimsifiades
ANUUNUGILBYNADY

2. MINLEUYDINULALLENTE ISR
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