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Disaster Nursing: Essential Competencies for Thai Nurses

Pulsuk Siripul, Ph.D.(Nursing)*
Supattana Sakdisthanont, Ph.D.(Nursing )**

Abstract: Disaster is a global problem that each country has to be prepared for
responding. Nurses are significant personnel in health team, who reach the disaster
areas and response to disaster situations in several roles and in various phases of
disaster. Preparation of nurses with appropriate competencies in disaster management
is essential. International Council of Nurses (ICN) has developed ICN framework of
disaster nursing competencies within 4 phases: 1) prevention/mitigation phase;
2) preparedness phase; 3) response phase; and 4) recovery/rehabilitation phase.
In Thailand, nursing roles in helping disaster victims were not clear. Some nurses used
their own experiences and instinct in helping disaster victims. Nurses had difficulties
working in disaster situations, and some of them were also the victims themselves.
In nursing curriculums, the contents of disaster nursing were not enough for working in
disaster situations. Special training course and graduate curriculum related to disaster
nursing and disaster management were not clearly operated. Thai nurses still need
competency preparation in disaster nursing and in disaster management. Suggestions
for educational institutes, health service institutes, and professional institutes were that
they should use ICN framework of disaster nursing competencies as the guidelines for
developing nursing competency of the Thai nurses in order to work effectively in all

phases of disaster and at all levels: local, country, and international level.
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