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Factors Predicting Constipation in Critically Ill Patients

Siriphan Phamornpon, M.N.S. (Adult Nursing)*
Jarunee Numpul, M.N.S. (Family Nurse Practitioner)**

Abstract

Objective :To study factors that could predict constipation in critically ill patients.

Design : Descriptive predictive study.

Methodology : This study was conducted on 102 critically ill patients recruited by
means of purposive sampling. The participants were at least 18 years old, and had been in
the ICU for at least 4 days. Data were collected using 1) a personal information recording
form; 2) a factor recording form; and 3) a constipation scale. Hierarchical regression was
employed for data analysis.

Result: The patients’ intake of opioid analgesics, serum potassium levels, amounts
of food intake through oesophagus, and amounts of physical activity were identified as
capable of jointly predicting up to 46% (R” = .460) of instances of constipation. The most
powerful predictive factor was the amounts of food intake through oesophagus (B =-.495,
p <.01), followed by the intake of opioid analgesics ([3 = 214, p <.01) and amounts of
physical activity ([3= -.169, p < .05), respectively. The least powerful predictive factor
was the level of serum potassium, on the other hand, was capable of predicting only the
preliminary stage of constipation ([3 =-.261,p<.01). However, as no significant relation-
ship between fluid balance and constipation was found.

Recommendation: It is recommended that nurses closely monitor constipation in
patients having received opioid analgesics and in those with Hypokalemia. In addition,
nurses should be prepared to feed the patients as soon as the patients are ready. Nurses are
also advised to promote physical activity and bowel movement in the patients, to prevent

constipation.
Thai Journal of Nursing Council 2019; 34(1) 88-103
Keywords : constipation; critically ill patients
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ToWoaud i 4 JuNuIuN 6-10 A59 (SpEas
48.0) immdgszaulnunadenludonly 4 Tu
a v ¢ a v o o
nunaglunaniung (Seeas 84.3) dmsu
USinaermsnlasushumaduarmsly 4 Jui
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shuan dulugllasuinnnii 1,500 adans (Seeay
76.5) pjﬂ'sﬂdauimjmminLﬂ?;aulmi'wma
VUi /2gunaunle (Sauay 70.6) wazdl
ﬂ’J’]?JHNQﬁ‘UBQHﬁﬁ"ﬂH 4 Suisrsnduuan

(intake > output) (SPERT 68.6) UTUBINS
resynnuhauluaiiiomsrisagnszauthunan
(30882 60.8) AN UM 1

@391 1 aNud Seear Mwdy wardrinndenuuinesmiu zaamslasuaszivihangulafiaasd

szaulwunadanludon USaevsnlasuniumatdusInns anuaIasaluns

AU lMITNME ANNENAIUBINII WazDIMTYBIRN (N=102)

muis

= 1%
AN R GH

mslasugnsziuthengulaieasd (A59)

0-5
6-10
11-15

seoulnunadenludon (mEq/L)
MAINNaA (3.1- 3.4 mEq/L)
wodUn@ (3.5 - 4.6 mEq/L)

USInaue1nsnlesusumaduea1ms (ml)

(M=5.76, SD=3.54)

46 45.10
49 48.04
7 6.86

(M=3.80, SD=0.33)

16 15.69

86 84.31
(M=2,534.31, SD=42.82)

<1500ml (50 - 1400 ml) 24 23.53

>1500ml (1600 — 4800 ml) 78 76.47
anuanansalumsadaulmsame

Taisansaeaaulmeme usuiisuuidos 30 29.40

snsaeasulmesmevuiesaduwauen e 72 70.60
mmauqawmmsﬁyﬂ

Negative (intake < output) 32 31.40

Positive (intake > output) 70 68.60
8INNTNBIEN

seautpy (4-7 AZUUL) 26 25.49

szauthuna (8-11 Azuuu) 62 60.78

AU (12-14 AZULUY) 14 13.73
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dafmsandanuduiusiiesau wuh
mslasuensziuihangulafioasdiinnudunus
PNUINAUBINNTH BN BE N TSI A NNEDE
(r=.360,p<.01) USanaemnsi lesushums
Wuons szaulwunadenludon uazanuaanse

Tumsiedeulmnzashamedanuduiusmau
AUBIMINBIKN (r=-.592,p<.01;1=-.317,
p<.01;r=-.247,p<.05 MUMGV) dIUANNANAD
rasensih wuh lflenudiusiuamaasn
(r=.049, p >.05) faudaslumsad 2

P s o £ [ v S v J Yo L4 v a 4 v =
MITNN 2 ﬂﬁﬂi\lﬂiﬁiﬂ‘ﬂﬁa‘ﬂﬂNWHﬁLWﬂiﬂuﬁ%ﬁTNﬂ?ilﬂ‘SUEﬂ‘SS\iU‘lJ'J@ﬂQN‘[I’JWBI’J‘c’lﬂ 53ﬂU‘[WLW|ﬂL"ZfEIN

luwden ﬂ‘%mmmmaﬁlé’%’mhumqLﬁummi mmmmm’lumsmﬁaulms'wmﬂ AN

JUAUBNENTU UaaINTNDINN (N=102)

Muis 1 2 3 4 5 6
1.mslasuensziuthangulafionsd 1
2.5vaulnunadanludon -.180 1
3.U5nmemsilasurumadiuenms -.200% .249% 1
4.enwsmnsalumsiadaulmame -.116 .026 100 1
5.mmauqawaqm‘n§1 .165 .026  -.105 -.065 1
6.21M3NBIKN .360%%  —.317** -.592%* -.247* 049 1

**p<.01, *p<.05

diahgadiudslumsinawluns
fnamendnlsandandunusumgaiiozry
wuh gaduusludduduusn 1dud msldsuen
stiuthanguleieasd (3 =.313,p<.01) uaz
Amasszaulnunsdenluden P = -.261,
p < .01,) @NITDMUIEBINITY BN DEINH
Fadagmeads Tasgadulslusidutuusn
sansahneaImsriasnlaseesz 19.5 (R*=.195)
diethdudstuiiaes fa Usinamwnsiilasusiu
Maduan N lumsiened wuh anse

FUNUYBINTN NN ANNTUT DEAE 23.6

(R®change = .236) TaaUSinammsilasusi
matﬁummsﬁémwmiv‘hmﬂmﬂﬁqﬂ (B=--509,
p < .01) s29aaIndAa Mslasuensziuthangy
Tafieasd (P =.231,p<.01) FmSuemansze
Twunadenludan lismmnsarhingaimsiieayn
Tuguiiaas nilgaduslumduiuusnuazaud
gaEnINsoINAWININEaIMIIYn LA 3 a8 az
43.2 (R = .432) upsliimihiulsiuiiany de
anuansalumaedaulmstame wanly
MINATIEN WU NI TINTINNDINTHBY
Qmﬁuﬁu%’aﬂa: 2.8 (R? change = .028) lag
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USinaemsiilaSushumadusmsiand
émwmsﬁwmamﬂﬁqm ([3= -.495, p < .01)
sevaeInAa mslasuenszivthangulaiaase
([3 =.214, p < .01) LALANNEINITALUNIS
Lﬂ?\laulm'éwmﬂ ([3 =-.169,p<.05) MUMAU
dmsuemasszaulnunadesludanlaianansa

insamarasunle Meilgadudsnesady
ansaTINAuhngeIMIiyn lasasas 46.0
(R?=.460) e?m%’ummauqawmmsﬁﬂajﬁmm
dunusiuenmsvisayn Jlasmnsoinnaaims
vaanld dauaasluamsei 3

=i o a & o Yo o ' a ' a Y =
M3i 3 adnlszandsmsineresnslasuensziuihangulefiasss aradessaulnunadesly

1390 USINUIMSNLAFURIUNMNLEUDIMNS ANNEINTALUMSAFaU T NMEADINS

Yioan (N=102)

TUnaY muls R R* R’ F b SE Beta
change change
1 mslasunszivthangulafioasd 442 195 .195 12.010** .193** .057  .313

seaulnwunadenludon

2 mslasumszivthangulafioasd 657

szaulwunadanludon

USinaamsnlasusumaeuaIving

3 mslasunszivthangulafiassd 678

seaulwunadanludan
USinaamsnlasusumaduaIving

ANNEINTO LUMSLAFDU lITIME

-1.709** .600 -.261

432 .236 40.729** .143** .048 231

-.977 .5620 -.149
-.001** .000 -.509
.460 .028 5.046* .132** .048 214
-.992 510 -.151
-.001** .000 -.495
-.808* .360 -.169

**p<.01, *p<.05

msenilsema

NNHAMSANNUNMSLesUenseiutha
naulefessd staulwunadenludon Usinm
MIALASUrUMaHLaS WazANNEINSD
Tunseaauluisenme sansasiniuime
p1msnasynlugieingald Faduluany

FUNAFIUNIIVY 8L mmauqawmmsﬁw
Tisansainsmmarasynld madnwneiail
wm'wgi'ﬂmdau“lmjﬁmmauqawmmsﬁyﬂtﬂu
u2n (intake > output) 3088% 68.6 LATWUNIL
wnh fasaz 52.0 mililasnnmsldsumah

98 MNFAFENMSWNeIS U7 34 aUuil 1 ¥p5IAN-JUIAN 2562



ASwIsar ANIWA uazaI3al wuwa

snniulum laimasadandasiinssduwes
msﬁwaanmnsguulwaﬁau‘[aﬁmLiﬁejmﬂuaﬂ
s A IFaNYaIEnTINMNEIUM
2a9319me Hunsuied ldvmb nszduld
sumevagasluutazasaauszamlududans
flusmasild mlvmsweaeulmuasdldana
w%awqmﬂﬁaulmm &‘im%’ummauqawaqmsﬁw
tUuau (output > intake) vhlvismeainmsgade
s samaliusnaemsinlunasadenanad
samalSanandaniazaudeluiiedonzmely
i1 anae lranusuladiac finalunszdu
mavasuaiilamiiy Fzlunssdussuulszam
Fuwsanliiounniy wazdedyanalus
wadUseamrasUndseamen 9 ﬁagjuaﬂmmau
213 Mliaufiseneauaussanludielums
Fusamsiadaulivaséld Tasvnlinaanden
Tumaiivemsvas denalimsiaaeulmwes

]
=

Sldanasmnmanadoauniam™ faniuld
Tsenuangazasssthdunnuasanuauga
sasnsthifhiaussdasanssnudemaaiaulm
savd I damalimsfnunaail luwuanuduiug
sEMINANNFNAaTEII TN A UM ST BIKN Y
HtheInne denAaeNAUMIANYIUDY Sharma as
AL WU mmauqawaqmsﬁwﬁ HaGaMITUDE
ganszaglaifited Anneada '’
aslsfmuanuangazasanhdady
Usziiuddafinennamsaileds mnmsanmn
289 Lobo wazanz wuh gihadilaiuasi
Ysmnaanniinaliiinaimsviaaynannningihe
Alasumshiiaasi® Miliiesan Lobo was
aais Anmlugihedldsumshdadldlug) il
msauiansaTudasa ldlasasaluszninms

ke i liiilaifavasi ldldunadu denaly
WeUfAseneausussaamMIaniau wazanih Ivd
MW nitric oxide paNINANGL® Fefinadud
mstiudanduiladeulumauduams® was
mnimelddumsihiiinaannasisdanaly
wfadn ldunnh nssdulinemendsaasTuuuas
msdatszamlliudimstiuduessldhlims
wdoulwzasdldanamdongainaouln diwa
TiAeamsviaayn™
madnmassinuhmslafumssiuthe
ngNlaNaagANANNFNNUSINUINULAZENINTD
svhinammaasunlugtheingald sl
auaNNAsIuNTITE asnnmsziuthangy
Tewaaadpangnidanguaduszanmmeluwiis
matiuaIms Ysznaulddrengugaduszam
myenteric LLB::ﬂEiNL‘Ziﬁﬁ“IJ’i::ﬂ’W] submucosal {6@ 4
nssdulszamBawisan lidudimandsans
?iaﬂsgam acetylcholine v‘iﬂﬁmim?{aulmmq
Hldanns mandsuiiuasganaisldnannuiu
dunalimsgandumsihuasdidalasaarifingu
Mlgaaszuvsuauaziinainsvaen?
F0ANHDINUMIANENYBY Nguyen LaLAME WU
snevasenssiuhangulaiieasdiiutaiei
ansanamaedeulngsinssmzems
uara ldunwsesadnluedAnNada® ua
980AARNAUMIANEIYDY Bennett LazAME WUT)
fihedildsumsinmndemssiuthangulafioosd
fimaadaulmzasildisanhigihedluldsu
masnmmeenszivihanguleiaasd'
ssaulnunadanludaaiionudunus
NNAULIEANTOTINNINERIN T BN BENE

o @ a

e ayneadd Fudulumuanyigrumsiae
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iissnnszdulwunadenludoaidenaly
ussiiudmasnduilaGeuiinisildanas il
$ldindaulmansiviangamsadoulng’
maadauiinasganssislinannuiu deual
maganaumahuasdidalasdariiazy vl
AUz IS BN dDAARDY
AUMIANEIYBY El-Saman UazAne WU 520U
Twunadenludaaduilaisiiiuadanio
amaviasnluaeinge ' wasdeandaiu
M3ANBYBY Chen wazAniz wuh gihefifiszdu
Twunagenludaadiianuiuazanugens
paunssualuinfsadunisiedeulmiang
nssnzaImsuard ldiaan e iidssdy
Twunadenludaadnd’® aehelsnainlu
mlensiiuiiaasuasiuiiaalumsdnmadeil
wud szaulwunadenluidaaamansariue
amavasynaslifideddymeada nailen
idlasnnnguiahelumsfnmaiaiidnlugd
szaulwunadenludansglunaeiung (3.5 -
4.6 mEq/L) 3080 84.31 Hiimanssnavas
Fayas waziilafidiudsiifisnnanisiune
NN luMIIe A szaulnunadanly
@aadaliaansarhneaimsvianle
ftheingadugthedldsunaduguuse
MIDINMETNNILATENF WABIMIWAIN UL
Tusiuingu msliamsihumaduemsia
{Hhidsiiheiumsemsussduaiumsinmhi
295EUUMALELINS Tagaamsmhiions
Undzasd ld Yasnumselavesdala (vill) ae
annannsalunsusiuniiaald nszdums
Tnadeuladio Uesnunmealdnaidan’ los The

American Society for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition

(ASPEN) ua% Canadian Clinical Practice Guidelines
(ccpG) lalwdatauain guhennneaislasu
msshumaduemsmely 24 Fluamnlaid
Faifie” dmdumsdnmadainuigiesu
lasupmsrhumaduenmsmevainsumssnen
meilu 24 5l Sanaz 48.0 Felndidaenumsan
Tunagitheleggargsnssuuazlsamlafianinse
Tomsehumadue1InsMeanatnsumssnen
melu 24 $2lue Jawaz 58.0" naimslasuams
Tosgazhelansthumaduemsinniu Tag
Tumsfnmessinuhusnaemsilasunin
MNLAUDIMTHANNFUNUS NN ULBLFINITO
Swvnngamaviesynatiiiendymeadn o
dhuluauanydsiumsise ilasnawnsild
SusumadueImsazinalviianistiavens
SIUYBIMAAUDINT LAAMINTEAUMTUTTINNS
(mechanical receptors) ﬁ%y'uﬂé"ml,fzaﬂaqmq
Wuams dmsuasiaiianamsuazarsiaiii
aannsdasamsinsudszmui luazly
ﬂizﬁuﬁ's%’uﬁmqmﬁ (chemoreceptors) ﬁagﬂu
u‘%nm%y'm?iaqmuﬁummi %ﬁﬁgqé'a%'ufmma
wazeIFUI MRS UFu I s LA EY
suanurunsdulssamunsuazidudseam
wadalufadulszanmmadawisin anty
Wulszammngumsanazinsulanaia
MInaUdUBILMINT AN N UINIUEUUsEEm
0id fualuiinnsieasulmuasdldiEnuas
s ldluajdriudy Snnedaduananduring
udszaminaia fdualunssdumaadoulm
sosd ldlwgdnme” iligansuedouiiig
aldassaziiansziIumsiudegansTmuN
F0ANADINUMIANEIVDY Sharma LATAME WU
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USinammsildSushumaduamsiinase
mstudegans: Taagithedingaildsuams
ENUAEUIMUSINaipenT 0.5 Ans6aIuY
fidasazunsmatudegansniseniiiheild
SUIISHIUMNLAUDIWNS 0.5-1.5 dATHBIY,
1.5-2.0 4056271 wae NINND 2.5 AnsAaTY
MUV uhEINUM AN Fukuda Uag
oy wuh gthedngaildsuamahgmadu
omslutiinaiasasinlialdimaeaoulm
Woe wasdumegaNszaIz’’ deanaeeiuns
Anuas Nassar uazaniz wuh fthedngaiild
SuemsEngmuduamsUsainasnn asaena 1
Sldadaulmiiaiu Jenszdqumsiudeganss
M lieimsriasnanas’®
anwansolumsiadoulmdenmedl
ANNFNNUSNNAULAZEINITOTININULDINS
wasynageiitaddaniesda Fauduluaw
auydigumside dasmnmaedsulname
asnszqumatadoulmzasdld Tasilvifa
msifasuniasusing Janszdudauimana
(mechanical receptors) Tuszvudszamaely
NNLAUBINS ﬁagﬂuu%nm%guﬂﬁml,ffwm
mMaduanms FasSuduanauhinudsedunnn
thumatdulszamunauazidulszammaialy
dudulszanmmnBumnisinilamsutaws woy
dFYAN AU MUANMIINNULBIMAGUINS
Fenszdumaedeulnzasdild dawaliganss:
waauiidgildassuaziianssuiumsdume
2ANTLONNN FBAAAINUMIANHIVEI Sharma
wozaaiz wu anwsansalunisiadouln
SuMeiinasdamstuaigaanseagnitadngy
MNEDH T@anjﬂwﬁ'uauﬁq 7 vutiealaslydl

adsy

maadeulmmeviagiheiivuaaaifasas
raemstugagInsziaanigiafiannso
wndaulmusunuiamaanssuuuiisele?
§00A8NNUNANISANEIYDY Nakaji UazAME
wudh maadeulmsumediutadeiianso
daasumsiaasulmzasildldagaitad da
Meadda*® adlsianndaudeiumsdneaes
Tower UWaTAME WU FEAUANNAINITO LY
mawaaeulmiumalifinadamafosmaayn®
milanailasnnngudathefienuuaneadiy
Taensdnuad Tower uazaniz Anwlurlgaae
Wiy Feanansainaimsiesynldmly
Wasnnggaangianuaminsalumsiedeulm
TNMYIND UBLNINMIANEIVBY Menids o
anw wuh yaeaiidiangannnt 611 flamaida
mmi*ﬁammﬁumnﬁu”

gatguanuzlunsinuansaldly

1. WEUIAUAEINFUNMINAITATENUNDY

o L vV YV Y =
anndaymulazinms lasgualigiheinge
A v oo v a v oA vy p=
GuausuaInsIuMaGuaImM T et
ANNNIBN LB STz ez lussuu
PMNLAUDIMNS duasunstedaulvinueedld
Yasiumsiiaaimsiaayn

2. wenwamstEhszlamstiaainsvisayn

v oy =S d' Y v} U Y 4

Tugthednganlasuenszivilangulaiansd
wazusmsenemua NNy los lNTaaawaums
S NYY LtNaantadedeasNMsiaaINs
BN

3. wenwauazfingumwesaaasald
Al =Y =l dl U = =
Hiheingaiinsedaulmsmeuuies wnd
v o % ﬂ' = 1
7a3NAlUNTAFU IMIBaNIINLREY lasne
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v samelgthe (passive exercise) N3N
Tthausmssamemeaiies (active exercise)
u,a::ﬁua%umsqﬂaanmmﬁamhﬁmmsnﬁﬂﬁ
wnldigadie tiaduasumseaaulmzas
ald Yasrumsiiaarmsiisayn

4. wennamseamumswasunlawes
seoulnunadenludenadedatiios monuszeu
Twunadenludand wemnamsuszaunuiuiia
qumw lagualiigihefssdulnunadanludon
Unfiaghenad aathdgauasumsiinamsiaagn
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