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Legal Liabilities and Considerations in Clinical Supervision of Student Nurses

Yongyuth Kaewtem, M.A., M.N.S.

Abstract: During a clinical practicum of student nurses, nurse instructors are entrusted
with duties of being a role model, teaching, transmitting experience and ensuring that
the students do no harm to the clients under their care. In any case of malpractices caused
by student nurses, the person who provides supervision at the time of malpractice will
be charged with a primary liability. In the absence of nurse instructor, the nurse who
supervises the students will be primarily held responsible for such incident. Despite such
primary liability, the college should share the responsibility. Three types of liabilities
involved in the supervision include criminal liability, civil liability, and professional
ethical liability. Other liabilities bound to certain Acts may also be applied. Strategies
to prevent student nurses’ malpractices include: (1) use smaller group for clinical practice,
(2) improve instructors’ dedication, (3) improve students’ clinical experiences, (4) improve
students’ analytical and ethical reasoning skills, (5) improve legal knowledge among
instructors, and (6) establish a collaborative guideline for clinical placement between
the nursing college and practicum settings. These efforts are to prepare future nurses to

practice with professional and legal integrity.
Thai Journal of Nursing Council 2013; 28(3) 5-18
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