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Shelter in Flood Victim Relief Centres: Perception of Children and Parents

Nantaga Sawasdipanich Ph.D.(Nursing )**
Churai Arpaichiraratana M.Ed. (Developmental Psychology )***

Abstract: Objective: To study shelter condition in flood victim relief centres based on

perception of children and parents.
Design: Qualitative research.

Implementation: The primary informants consisted of 32 parents whose children
were aged between under 1 and 6 years and 30 children aged between 7 and 12 years.
All of the informants were flood victims seeking shelter in flood relief centres in Bangkok
and its vicinity. Data were collected by means of in-depth interviews and observation

from November 2011 to January 2012, and were examined using Content Analysis.

Results: Based on the study, shelter condition in the flood relief centres was
described by the informants as (1) being physically and mentally uncomfortable; (2)
lacking adequate safety in life and belongings; (3) being prone to disease contraction;
(4) having a lot of sleep disturbances; and (5) having various problems that needed to

be solved.

Recommendations: It is suggested that proper knowledge and understanding of
flood relief shelter be established amongst state and private organisations as a means of
enhancing the efficiency of healthcare services, assistance and management of a flood

relief centre.
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