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Competency Assessment of Ophthalmic Nurse Practitioners (ONP)

Jintana Paiboontananon, ph.D (HRD)*
Apinya Pianpijarn**
Kk kK

Smarjan Terawatanakun,

Abstract:Objective: To assess ophthalmic nurse practitioners’ competency.
Design: Descriptive research.

Implementation: The population consisted of 146 ophthalmic nurse practitioners
from the Northern, Central, Southern and Eastern regions of Thailand. The two research
instruments were (a) a personal information form; and (b) the Competency Assessment
Model (CAM) for Advanced Ophthalmic Nursing Care, covering 57 branches of competency
in 24 major areas of competency, and for Proactive Nursing Care, covering 13 branches of
competency in 6 major areas of competency. The data were analysed based on percentage

and mean.

Results: As many as 99.3 percent of the ophthalmic nurse practitioners in this study
were aged between 41 and 5 years and 54.1 percent were married. Most of the nurse practitioners
had passed neither the Refraction Strabismus Ambyopia and Low Vision nor the Nursing
Care in Developing Muscles and Orthroptic course. In terms of advanced ophthalmic care
competency, the nurse practitioners displayed a good level (X = 3.54-4.53) in 20 areas,
a fairly good level in 3 areas (X = 2.54-3.53) and a fair level in only 1 area (X = 1.54-2.53).
Finally, concerning proactive nursing care, the majority of the nurse practitioners displayed

a fairlevel (X = 2.54-3.53) in 4 areas and a good level in 2 areas (X = 3.54-4.53).

Recommendations: It is recommended that ophthalmic nurse practitioners attend
Refraction Strabismus Ambyopia and Low Vision course and the Nursing Care in Developing
Muscles and Orthroptic course for ophthalmic competency enhancement. However, because
the Nursing Council has not approved of the Retrobulbar Block to assist in an ophthalmologist’s

operation, ophthalmic nurse practitioners are not recommended to perform it.
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