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Attitudes of Nurses in Northeastern Thailand Towards Preliminary
Examination of Dead Bodies

Wirut Khunkitti,,MD*

Abstract: Objective: To study nurses’ opinions and problems, and to work out proper solutions
concerning their role in assisting forensic examiners at places of death.

Design: Survey research.

Implementation: The subjects were 84 registered nurses who worked in hospitals in
Northeastern Thailand and who had received academic training from the Department of Forensic
Science, Khon Kaen University. The instrument was the researcher-developed questionnaire,
which each subject answered independently during the training. The data were analysed

based on statistic frequency and percentage.

Results: According to the study, 33.3 percent of the subjects had participated in
preliminary examination of dead bodies at places of death. In 35.7 percent of cases of
unnatural deaths, the causes of death could not be identified. As many as 85.6 percent of the

subjects stated that they had highest confidence when examining deaths caused by accidents.

In terms of duty-related issues, the majority of the subjects (83.3%) agreed with
remuneration for nurses assigned to conduct preliminary examination of dead bodies in place
of coroners. The issue the subjects most disagreed with (46.4%) was the assignment of
trauma unit nurses to conduct preliminary examination of dead bodies at places of death.
Concerning problem-solving, most (90.5%) considered a consultation with a physician as
the most practical means.

Recommendations: This responsibility is not suitable for nurses. Thus, relevant laws

ought to be amended so that only coroners can be assigned to this duty.
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