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Abstract
The purpose of This study is to

investigate- nurses’. role used by pediatric
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oncology nurses to provide social support to
siblings of children with cancer. A sample of
162 pediatric oncology nurses farm 8 hospitals
were mailed the Siblings Social

Questionnaire (SSSQ),

Support
developed by the
researchers, to determine how often social
support to siblings are provided. The SSSQ
demonstrated intermediate internal Consistency
(Cronbach’s alpha of .74). Data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics. The findings

indicated that common used nursing
interventions to provide social support to
siblings are 1) counseling siblings about

problems they may face, 2) accepting
expression of feelings by siblings, 3) willing to
answer questions regarding patients and
treatments, and 4) encouraging participation of
siblings in ill child's care. In contrast, the
fewest common used nursing intervention to
provide social support to siblings is reassuring
siblings that they will not catch illness from
patients. The results of this study suggest that
pediatric oncology nurses should increase a
role of social support for siblings of children
with © cancer. In addition, the effective
interventions with siblings of children with
cancer should include family centered
approach.

K.éy words : Pediatric Nursing, chial Support,

Nurse's Role, Cancer
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