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Abstract

Despite the increasing number of HIV
infected women with young children, little is
known about the impact of stigma of HIV/AIDS
on their lives and personal experiences as
mothers living with HIV iinfection. The purpose
of this qualitative study was to describe the
basic social and psychological processes of
living with HIV infection among Thai mothers in
indicate that most

urban areas. Findings

participants  perceived HIV/AIDS as a
stigmatized disease. They tried to keep their
HIV status sécret in order to avoid negative
reactions and discrimination against them and
their families. Mothers with HIV were likely to
conceal their infection from people who are not

infected and are not closely related to them as
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a sexual partner or a blood-related family

member. Knowledge and understanding
learned from this study would benefit the
provision of counseling and psychosocial care
for HIV-infected women with young children.

Key words : Secrecy, Thai mothers, HIV,
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