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The Lived Experiences of Death, and Dying of AIDS Patients Living in a Temple

of Southern Thailand
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Abstract
This phenomenological study aimed to
describe and explain the lived experiences of
" death and dying of persons with AIDS living in a
AIDS

temple in sounthern Thailand. Twelve

participants ~were recruited by  purposive

sampling.  Data were obtained by in-depth
interviews and non-participant observation in
conjunction with field notes and tape-recording
from May 1997 to August 1998. Data were
analyzed by Colaizzi’s interpretation and
analysis. The revealed the perception experiences
of death includings:

Facing death comprised 5 themes : 1)
approaching signs of death 2) the meaning of
death  3) factors related to the meaning  4)
reactions to death and dying, and 5) needs
during the dying process

Overcoming death was influenced by : a
strong will to live which did not let them give
up, some motivation factors, merit, living in the
temple community, treatment of opportunistic
infections by modern medicine, and asking for

help through magic power.
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Life style changes after facing death.
Dying participants found four new goals : 1)
started a new life 2) adjusted oneself to fit
social norm 3) prepared for death oneself, and
4) sought spiritual growth.

The result of this study showed that
those who believed death helps end suffering and
end of life helped them live happily and die
peacefully. However for those who believed that
death is frightening and full of suffering, would

feel a great deal of anxiety and worry that they

might not die in peace.

Key words : Death, Acquired Immunodeficiency
Syndrome, AIDS, Experiences
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