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Abstract

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) during pregnancy is a social and health problem with
multiple impacts on pregnant women and their unborn child. The purposes of this descriptive
cross-sectional survey were to describe the prevalence of IPV during pregnancy and investigate
the relationship among IPV, related risk factors, health practices during pregnancy and
psychosocial outcomes. A convenience sample of 600 pregnant women from Siriraj hospitals
was recruited during their antenatal clinic visits. Structured questionnaires were used to
examine for demographics, risk factors, and health practices during pregnancy and the face to
face interview was used to assess for abuse status, severity of abuse, and psychosocial
outcomes.

About twenty-five percent of the participants reported IPV happening once in their life
time, 14.2% reported having IPV in the past year, 4% reported having IPV during pregnancy,
and 14.7%, 9.3%, and 9.8% reported physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, respectively.
The characteristics of pregnant abused women were: divorced or separated women (41.7%),
living with others (16.7%), remarried (29.2%), and unemployed (37.5%). In addition,
most pregnant women reported a history of childhood physical abuse (25%), sexual abuse
(8.3%), alcohol abuse (54.2%), drug abuse (12.5%), and also reported that their
pregnancy was unplanned (54.2%) and/or unwanted (29.2%). Most perpetrators of
physical abuse during pregnancy in this study were husbands (92.5%) and female relatives
(7.5%). Slapping or pushing without injuries was the most common response given
regarding severity of abuse among abused pregnant. The face was the most frequent site of
injury during pregnancy; however, injury at the abdomen was found more frequently during
pregnancy than non-pregnancy. Abused pregnant women engaged in fewer health practices
during pregnancy, had fewer social support, and reported higher stress and lower self-esteem
than non-abused pregnant women.

The results of hierarchical linear regression analyses indicated that length of marriage,
education, and severity of physical abuse could explain 15% of the variance in health practices
during pregnacy (p <.05). Severity of physical, sexual, and emotional abuse could explain
52% of the variance in stress (p <.05). Education and severity of physical and emotional
abuse could explain 39% of the variance in social support (p <.05). Length of marriage,
education and severity of physical and emotional abuse could explain 4 1% of the variance in
self-esteem (p <.05). Based on the results of this study, the universal screening of IPV
during pregnancy at antenatal clinics is recommended and the development of IPV prevention
and intervention programs is needed for the better health of pregnant women and their unborn child.

Keywords: Prevalence, Intimate partner violence, Risk factors, Pregnancy, Women’s health,
Psychosocial outcomes
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