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Illness Experience of Adolescent Patients with Leukemia

Surasak Treenai * M.S.N.

Waraporn Chaiyawat ** RN., D.N.S

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to describe illness experience of adolescent
patients with leukemia. The Husserlian Phenomenology was applied as a methodology
of the study. Data were collected by in-depth interview of 10 adolescent patients
with leukemia. The interviews were taped and transcribed verbatim. The transcribed
data were analyzed by using Colaizzi’s method.

Findings revealed that the adolescent patients with leukemia defined “cancer”
as “death”. They related the word “cancer” with their perception of the severity of
disease and the meaning of death. lliness experiences of adolescent patients with
leukemia were composed of three themes. 1) Fear of death because it was nearby
: Death was always kept in their mind because the adolescents thought that they
would certainly die 2) Enclosed by pain : Suffering from unavoidable physical and
psychological pain which no one could understand 3) Accepting the illness but not
giving up : Accepting the illness as a part of their lives and trying to have optimal
lives.

The findings of this study clearly revealed the iliness experience of adolescent
patients with leukemia. They can be used as a data base for nursing practice and

future research.

Keyword : lliness experience, Adolescent patients, Leukemia






