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The Development of Nursing Process Based Documentation

Pornsiri Punthasee M.Sc.(Nutrition)

Rachanee Namjuntra D.N.S.

Abstract

Nursing documentation can reflect the use of nursing process and the quality of
nursing practice. The purpose of this participatory action research was to develop the
format of Huachiew Hospital's nursing process based documentation. The research
was conducted in 2 phases. The first phase aimed to develop the nursing documentation
format. The second phase aimed to test the effectiveness of the developed format.
The subjects consisted of 120 professional nurses and 60 nursing documentations.
The questionnaires of attitude, perceived ability, and satisfaction in nursing
documentation, and nursing audit form were used. The methods of data collection
were interviews, using questionnaires, and nursing audit. Content analysis and
statistical analysis included: percentage, mean, standard deviation and t-test were used.

Prior to the development of nursing documentation format, the interviewed data
revealed that nurses did not clearly understand the principles of nursing documentation.
The nursing documents were not completed and not related to each others and they
did not demonstrate the use of nursing process in providing continuing care for the
patients. The developed format of nursing documentation facilitated patients’ health
assessment, nursing diagnoses identification, and a nursing care plan. The nursing
documentations as a whole were found significantly more complete (p<.01), and
also in Nursing Admission Assessment Form, Discharge Planning Form, Legal
accuracy (p<.01), Nursing Progress Note, and Daily Nursing Activity Checklist Form
(p<.05) after developing nursing documentation. Moreover, nurses’ satisfaction in
nursing documentation was significantly higher than that in the initial phase (p<.05),
whereas the attitude and perceived abilities of nurses in nursing documentation did

not significantly change,

Keywords: Nursing documentation, Nursing process






