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Screening of Intimate Partner Violence during Pregnancy: The Dark Side

that Can Be Prevented

Nanthana Thananowan* Ph.D. (Nursing)

Abstract: Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) during pregnancy is a social and health
problem with multiple impacts on mother and their unborn child. However, most of
the health care professionals do not understand about screening for abuse. As a
result, medical care service is currently dealing with the consequences of IPV rather
than prevention. Screening of IPV during pregnancy with a standardized tool is
one of the recommended methods to reduce maternal and infant mortality during
pregnancy. Therefore, the obstetricians and midwives should know how to perform
universal screening of IPV as a standard of practice in order to observe pregnant
women who have related risk factors for IPV and provide them for an appropriate

referral, such as social worker, women’s shelter, and police.
Thai Journal of Nursing Council 2007; 22(3) 9-16

Key Words: Screening, Intimate partner violence, Pregnant women
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