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lliness Experience of School Age Patients with Leukemia

Jiranya Pharnit* R.N.
Waraporn Chaiyawat** D.N.S.

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to explore the illness experience of school
age children living with leukemia. A qualitative research methodology guided by
Husserl’s phenomenology was applied in this study. Participants were 13 school
age leukemic patients who had hospitalization experience, ranging in age from 9 to
12 years, who received treatment in the hospital. Data were collected by in-depth
interviews. The interviews were tape-recorded and transcribed verbatim. The Colaizzi
method was used for data analysis. Findings revealed that the illness experience of
school age patients with leukemia consisted of 7 themes including 1) It hurts all
over the body , 2) Feeling sick, not getting well, 3) Being bored, 4) Encountering
fear, 5) Being ashamed of baldness, 6) Being unable to do what I want, and
7) Gaining more attention. This study provided better understanding about the
perception of the illness experience of school age patients with leukemia. Findings
can be used for developing holistic nursing interventions that can effectively meet

the needs of school age patients with leukemia.
Thai Journal of Nursing Council 2007; 22(3) 40-54
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