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Concepts of Community Nursing Practice

Kerada Krainuwat* Ph.D. (Nursing)

Abstract: Community nursing practice is a practice aimed to maintain health and
well being of clients from individual, family, community, and society. Because of
the health care reform in the year of 2000, there has been a paradigm shift toward
nursing practice in the community. That is, nursing practice in the community has
been divided into 2 different approaches: Community-oriented nursing practice and
community-based nursing practice. The philosophy and concepts of community-
oriented nursing practice focus on providing health care services and solving health
problems for clients through the use of community health process. Community
health process helps community-oriented nurse practitioners learn about the
community, plan, and implement services in respond to contexts and health needs of
the community. On the other hand, the philosophy and concepts of community-
based nursing practice focus on providing continuity care with effective treatments
for patients and their families in the home. Community-based nurse practitioners
also need to work with other multidisciplinary team members to take care of patients
and their families through home visits. Since there are differences in these two
nursing practice approaches, it is important for both nurse practitioners to increase
their practice knowledge and skills to serve their clients’ needs and suitable with the

contexts.
Thai Journal of Nursing Council 2008; 23(1) 10-21

Key words: Community-oriented nursing practice, Community-based nursing practice
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