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Meanings, Feeling, Motivation and Conditioning Factors of Nurses’ Practice on

the Unrest Situations of the Three Southern Border Provinces

Sunee Kraonual * M.S.N.
Urai Hatthakit ** Ph.D
Umaporn Boonyasopun ** Ph.D

Abstract: This phenomenological study aimed to describe and explain nurses, practice
experiences on the unrest situation of the three southern border provinces. The informants
were 11 registered nurses who had been working in the unrest situation in the three
southern border provinces. The data were collected using in-depth interviews with an
interview guide developed by the researcher, between December 2006 and May 2007.

The data were thematically analyzed according to Polit and Hungler.

The meanings of nursing practice in the unrest situation in the three border provinces
were classified into four themes: 1) being dangerous life as if working in the war, 2)
being paranoid to work in conflictied and uncertain situation, 3) being nurses’
responsibilities to care for the patients, 4) being proud to do challenging work. The nurses
expressed their feeling of the unrest situation work in three themes: 1) being stressed, 2)
being scared of unsafe situation that might cause disability or death, 3) being sad and
depressed. There were three motivation and conditioning factors for nurses to continuing
practice on the unrest situation: 1) committed to workplace and colleagues, 2)

attachment to their hometowns, 3) difficulty in obtaining permission to move out.

This study provided a deeper understanding of nurses’ experience in practicing on
the unrest situations of the three southern border provinces. These findings provided
basic information that was beneficial for the further studing and planning and also

encouraged nurses to continue working on the unrest situations
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