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A Model of Educational Management and Faculty Development for
Producing Advanced Practice Nurses in Thailand
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Abstract: This descriptive study aims to examine nursing students’ perception about
their capabilities to study in the master’s program, to explore the processes of
producing master’s-prepared advanced practice nurses (APN), and to explore types
of faculty practice in Thailand. The system theory and the concept of advanced
nursing practice were synthesized and used as a conceptual framework in the study.
The samples were students and faculty members from 13 universities including 258
first-year master’s students who gave information about their perception towards
their capabilities to study in the master’s program, 37 second-year master’s students,
and 41 faculty members who participated in the focus group interview. The Student’s
Capability Perception Questionnaire and the focus group interview guide were used to
collect data. The focus group interview guide for faculty members included how to
provide learning experiences in clinical practice for students and how to develop faculty
practice as a clinical expertise for teaching students. Descriptive statistics and content
analysis were used to analyze the data.

Findings of the study showed that the first-year master’s students perceived
their capabilities to study in the master’s program as the moderate level. Three
models of clinical teaching to enhance students’ competencies to be an advanced
practice nurse included: 1) faculty members as principle persons in providing clinical
teaching and accompanying students to learn roles of APNs in the hospital/
community; 2) faculty members in collaboration with APNs or expert nurses to teach
students in clinical settings; and 3) faculty members in collaboration with physicians
to teach students in the primary healthcare course. For clinical expertise of faculty
members, about half of faculty members performed faculty practice in their area of
interest. Findings of this study showed that nursing educational institutes use
teaching-learning strategies in enabling students to have knowledge and capabilities
for role development as APNGs.
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