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Model of Continuing Care for Chronically Ill Children

Tassanee Attharos D.N.S*

Churai Arpaichiratana MEd.*

Abstract : The main objective of this qualitative research was to study methods of

on-going care for chronically ill children. The research participants consisted of 7

chronically ill children, 10 mothers of chronically ill children, 10 hospital nurses

and 16 primary care staffers. The data were collected from focus group and in-depth
interviews, and were analyzed based on the content analysis method.

The major findings of the research are as follows. The methods of continuing
care for chronically ill children were divided into 3 stages. The first stage was
hospitalization, consisting of 4 tasks, namely, 1 ) responding to the needs of the
chronically ill child and those of his/her family, 2) involving the patient’s mother’s
participation, 3) strengthening the patient’s family and 4) doing pre-discharge
preparation. The second stage was care transfer, consisting of 2 tasks, namely,
1 ) appointing a transfer staffer and 2) documenting the transfer. The third stage
was home-care, consisting of 2 tasks, namely, 1) involving the patient’s family’s
participation and 2) continuing collaboration at every level of home-care.

The findings could be applied to the development of continuing care methods
for chronically ill children. Besides, this study could serve as a basis on which
further methods of continuing care for chronically ill children would be researched

and experimented.
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