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Interaction of Teenage Mothers with Their Preterm Infants during Oral Feeding

Kwanjit Pengpan M.N.S.*

Abstract : The main objective of this research was to describe the interaction between
teenage mothers and their preterm infants during oral feeding. The sample subjects were
chosen by means of convenient sampling and consisted of a total of 63 pairs of teenage
mothers and their preterm infants. The data were collected through non-participatory
observation. The research instrument was observation of teenage mothers’ interaction
with their preterm infants during oral feeding. The data were analysed statistically, in
terms of frequency distribution, percentage, mean and standard deviation.

The research revealed that the teenage mothers and their preterm infants exhibited
a high level of interaction (X= 21.87, SD = 1.88). Besides, during all of the three
stages of oral feeding, the levels of interaction between the teenage mothers and their
preterm infants were high.

Based on the above stated results, information could be generated to promote
interaction during oral feeding between teenage mothers and their preterm infants. This
research could also be applied to develop programs educating teenage mothers, with an
emphasis on the importance of mother-baby communication and of the mothers’ proper
response to their infants’ signs of discomfort. The ultimate aim of such applications

would be to ensure infants’ proper growth and development.
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