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Factors Related to HIV-Prevention Communication between Young

Adolescents and Their Parents

Warunee Fongkaew Ph.D.*
Chutima Meechamnan Ph.D.****
Kanjana Thana M.N.S****
Nongkran Viseskul Ph.D.***

Ratanawadee Chontawan Ph.D.**

Abstract: Objective: To examine factors related to communication between young
adolescents and their parents regarding prevention of HIV.

Design: Descriptive interrelationship study.

Implementation: The subjects were 345 parents whose children were studying
in grades 4 to 6 in Chiang Mai province. Data were collected using a set of three
questionnaires designed to acquire information on (i) HIV-prevention knowledge;
(ii) HIV-prevention conversation; and (iii) comfortableness with HIV-prevention
conversations. The data were statistically analysed in terms of percentage, mean,
standard deviation and Spearman’s Rank Correlation Coefficient.

Results: The study showed that almost half of the parents were engaged in
HIV-prevention conversations (48.98%), and 53.62% displayed a high degree of
comfortableness with having HIV-prevention conversations with their young adolescent
children. In addition, a significantly high degree of positive relationship was found
between knowledge of HIV prevention and communication, whereas a significantly
low degree of positive relationship was found between comfortableness with having
HIV-prevention conversations and the factors of education and income.

Recommendations: It is advisable that methods and strategies be developed for
the purpose of equipping parents with proper knowledge and skills in communicating
HIV-prevention issues with their young adolescent children.
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