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A Study of Thai Anaesthetic Nurses’ Gap between Perception and
Practice of the SIMPLE Approach

Somphorn Kampan, Dip.APNA, M.P.A, B.N.S.*
Palapan Kampan, Ph.D.**

Nattanan Kongkitdumrong, B.N.S. ***

Abstract: Objective: To study Thai anaesthetic nurses’ gap between perception and
practice of the SIMPLE approach based on their personal characteristics and professional
factors.

Design: Comparative study.

Implementation: The subjects were 950 anaesthetic nurses purposively sampled
from the participants of Thailand’s Eleventh Anaesthetists’ Association Conference.
Data were collected through a questionnaire and comparatively analysed using t-test
statistics and one-way ANOVA.

Results: The study showed the gap between the anaesthetic nurses’ perception and
practice of the SIMPLE approach to be very narrow (X = 0.090, SD = 0.107). In particular,
the gap was narrowest in the area of ability to handle unforeseen conditions. This meant
that the subjects possessed a high degree of anaesthesia-related practice and safety awareness.

The comparative study results showed that the gap between perception and practice
of the SIMPLE approach was narrower amongst anaesthetic nurses working in hospitals
with anaesthetic physicians than amongst those working in hospitals without anaesthetic
physicians. Next, the gap was observed to be narrower amongst anaesthetic nurses with
more than 50-case-per-year aneasthesia administration experience than amongst those
administering anaesthesia to fewer than 50 cases per year. Moreover, the gap was found
narrowest amongst anaesthetic nurses working in tertiary hospitals. Personal characteristics
and professional factors, in contrast, were found in no significant relation to the gap
between perception and practice of the SIMPLE approach.

Recommendations: It is recommended that, for accumulation of experience,
anaesthetic nurses be assigned to at least 50 anaesthesia administration cases per year
and encouraged to attend training programmes at more advanced hospitals. In addition,
it is essential that anaesthetic physicians be stationed at all hospitals.
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