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Tai Chi Practice and Its Impact on Elderly People’s Balance*

Tiwa Mahaprom, M.N.S. (Adult Nursing )**
Supreeda Monkong, Ph.D. (Gerontological Nursing)***
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Suporn Wongvatunyu, Ph.D. (Nursing

Abstract:

Objective: To identify the duration of Tai Chi exercise that most effectively
benefited elderly people’s movements and balance.

Design: Single-group experimental research with a pre-test and a post-test.

Methodology: This study was conducted on a sample of 30 elderly care home
residents who possessed the research-specified qualifications. The participants were
engaged in a Tai Chi exercise programme that lasted 12 weeks, each with 3 60-minute
sessions. The types of data collected included (i) the participants’ general information;
(ii) body movements, consisting of stationary movements and flexion; and (iii) body balance,
consisting of static balance and dynamic balance. Descriptive statistics was used to analyse
the general information, and two-way ANOVA repeated measures to compare the participants’
pre- and post-experimental movements and balance.

Results: After the Tai Chi experiment, no significant change was noticed in the
participants’ average level of stationary movement. However, their average body flexion
level became higher in the fourth week of the Tai Chi experiment than it had been before
the experiment, and rose significantly (.05) in the eighth and twelfth weeks. The participants
began showing a higher average level of dynamic balance in the eighth week of the experiment,
compared with their pre-experimental result, with a significant rise (.05) observed in
the twelfth week. Similarly, compared with before the experiment, the participants’
average level of static balance improvement became apparent in the fourth week of the
experiment, followed by a significant rise in the eighth and twelfth weeks (.05).

Recommendations: A minimum of four weeks of Tai Chi exercise may help
elderly people improve their body flexion and static balance, whilst a minimum of eight

weeks may result in the improvement of their dynamic balance.
Thai Journal of Nursing Council 2017; 32(3) 50-65
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daszannu mudsauinmsuanuasuuulnd
ULARBNMINAFDUAIE Mauchy’s Test of Sphericity
wuiwlﬂﬁqmauﬁawm compound symmetry "'Z:;Q
aidinonnaiiiadumes repeated measure ANOVA
Basmamnuususiwasiulsmalumsiasudas
asalsiuandhaiy SaUSuudlen1sd® Greenhouse-

geisser Epsilon™ azmnNNUanGINIa e

pairwise comparisons Lﬁawamsﬂsuﬁummmaz
MINTNYBEGIEABULAL I INMIBBNMEINE
dalngduevin 4 §Uewi 8 wazdenid 12 §
ANNUANAINNY

NANIIIAY

daudi 1 dayanmill

NYNEIBENIIUIU 30 98 HegTeniIn
61 - 87 U angwde 74.50 U (SD = 6.54) dlwg)
aglulzgeergnaunan (Saeaz 50) 38993
Wugeangaaulane (Seeaz 30) wazggaes
AaUAY (SP8AT 20) NGNAIDENTBYAL 76.70
filsnUszhmvsalamgumwatiaios 1 Tsa
Taglsalszdmmsatdamgumninumnnige
3 §1auusn Ae anuauladings (Seaaz 45.50)
mzlaiuludengs (Sesaz 27.30) uaz Uanganu
(3933 (39882 12.10) tladrramsldgunsalsn 9
YBNHENBNY WU N GNBIENABITINLIUININTD
Tgunsalhaea 9w 23 918 (Sazaz 76.70)
Tosfiggeagneasainwivaemunzinnanssy
I 19 98 (Sezar 76) spawneedlhiasamnes
ﬂ" = o £ 4 v v
Wty 9w 5 18 (Saeas 20) wazldldth 1
20 HBLAY MU 1 98 (Speay 4)

ud 2 WRBUMBUANNUAN NI
UaENIINITINYBIL G818 32HINNUUILHA

o w v a o Lt [ Lt

aaniaamemalng dUanvin 4 dUa¥n 8 uas
duenyin 12

HANTUSEEUIITINYBITNMEYEBEN Y
a v ' 1t a
reegeeny wun ladfimsudsuulasaaae

o P a a v @
seaznnd 12 dUany laadienmdeawnnu 78.07
A P o '

(Shb= 12.70)Sluﬂmzwmmaﬂwmmmﬂwquﬂm
e luyhifauma (2een) fauseniasme
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delnBilemasyhiu -4.17 (SD = 5.19) way
wiainuiliy .03 (SD = 3.80) WiataSadudUaniii 12
ypamMseanmasmemelng  waznamsuseiiy
mmﬁmmjuwaqéwmﬂimhﬁ"wuLfi”ﬂﬁy (2nathe)
Aauaanmasmenielngfismaswhiu -4.37
(SD = 4.89) uaztiinauiiiy -.73 (SD = 3.54) 1ila
[@EasudUanvin 12 wesmsaanmaimeselng
dmfunamstssiiiumanssiaasagfuilaag

feeny deusanmisamedalngiisimasundu
724.77 (SD = 8.11) wazuiiaiuily 842.93 (SD =
9.01) tilaiEaaudlonyii 12 upsmssaniaame
helng warmsUszdiumsnseiaseasuiives
Hasangdaunanmaimadelngfisuadandu
45.13 (SD = 8.12) uaztiinauihi 47.23 (SD = 7.83)
lawaaudanin 12 sasmsaanaimeeielng
fauaaalumsad 1

M7 1 Awdauasaudsnuuana s Y eNMILamMsnsmzesgmgisanhasmaes lny

AausanmMaamame lng dUomvin 4 dUanvin 8 wazdomiin 12 yasmsaanmasmeame Ing

(n=30)
o Mean (SD)
m’]u’ﬂs 3 v P £ Pt [ P
oy dUevn 4 dUmnn 8 duevn 12
MMeszatiuin 78.07 (12.70) 78.07 (12.70) 78.07 (12.70) 178.07 (12.70)

v

anudangurasnamelurinmuuig
(29a)

<~ ] ' ) 0‘-‘ k4 a:%’
anudandurasamelumiauuia  -4.37 (4.89)

(2ndhe)
MINTIIVULBENUN

Y,y
= ]

MINTOIVULLADDUN

-4.17 (5.19)

-2.62(3.63) -1.70(3.13)  .03(3.80)

-2.90(3.72)  -1.63(8.19)  -.73(3.54)

724.77 (69.20) 747.07 (52.88) 803.67 (45.05) 842.93 (49.36)
45.13 (8.11)

45.13(8.11) 47.13(7.99) 47.23(7.83)

wamsUsziivhagngosagiui
Wuh WnmeageangnauaanimaImeg Ing
FUaiTl 4 dloniii 8 uazdlaWdi 12 waems
panmaamadelng  yndleniidadsnhiu
78.07 (SD = 12.70) uazliuanaafufiszeu

Hadan .05 waranTIANzvaNuulsUIu
u,uui'm?vmmmwuﬁmmjuwméwmﬂ wazs
NTEIVBNEFIRY TN INABURBNIIAINMEEIE
Tng §Uansiit 4 §Uenvin 8 uazdUewi 12 wuh

UANENNY pENUDY 1 @ Aauaaalueed 2

@517 2 manfSsudisumwdsyaahmitezmsnsiiegenaisantaimeelng deusanthaime

melng dUenwin 4 dUenvin 8 wazdlenin 12 veamseanmasmeaialng (n = 30)

unasanuudsdsu SS df MS F p-value
vi"lmmm'hamﬂﬂmxagjﬁ'uﬁ
viwwnwaﬁwnwa%mxagiﬁuﬁ .00 .00 .00 .00 1.00
mmﬂamﬂﬁaumﬂ"lumju .00 .00 .00
mwﬁmmjuwms’wnmimini’mmﬁ'ﬁy (2M2)
mmﬁmmjuwms‘wma‘l,uvhﬁwuLﬁwﬁy(eﬁmm) 277.46 1.78 155.83  29.27  <.001
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M99 2 MslSeuiisummasrsnnmitasmsnsausgeengiaanmaimeamslng neusantame

melng Ui 4 §Uan¥in 8 wazduain 12 aeemseanmasnealelng (n = 30) (7d)

unasanuudsdsu SS df MS F p-value
mmﬂmmﬂﬁaumﬂumju 274.86  51.63 5.32
mwﬁmmjmjménmﬂ°1uvi1ﬁ'quutii”1§ (Tethe)
ﬁmuﬁwsjuwaw’wnmiuvhﬂ"wmﬁwﬁw(ﬁwﬁm) 224.49 1.88 119.67  23.07  <.001
mmﬂmmﬂﬁaumﬂiumju 282.26  54.39 5.19
ﬂﬁmw‘i'mmzagjﬁ'uﬁ
msmﬁmmzagiﬁ’uﬁ 259662.83 1.89 137510.24 117.87 <.001
mmﬂamﬂﬁaumﬂxlunzju 63884.43 54.76  1166.60
MINsITMAFaud
MINseRaEIART 126.23 1.03 122.30 24.81  <.001
mmﬂamﬂé"auﬂmﬂluﬂaju 147.53  29.93 4.93

NI U UNY MY BIIN UL
mnshuesgangfisanmdsmedelng deu
panmaameadelng fUavi 4 fovid 8 uaz
FUaiil 12 asmseanmasmedelng ide

MANNUANGNTIZA (Pairwise Comparisons) 284

ANNBAVELYDITNNG LAZMINIEIYBILFIDE
sewhanausanmasmasglng §Uevd 4 §anv
it 8 wazdenvin 12 daeadd Bonferroni Aauaas
Tunsefi 3

m5197 3 MmanBeuiisunvgaaahmutasmmsmzasgiaivanthaimeselng neusantaime

melng danin 4 dUanin 8 uazdanin 12 asamsaanmaamaaeng (N = 30)

= o a
szazIaNiINIUIziiu

Mean Difference SD p-value
mwﬁmmjuwm%wmﬂiuﬁﬂ'\mulﬁﬁy (2192 )
ABUNTING Fansidl 4 -1.55 51 <.01
Fanin 8 -2.47 .54 <.001
Fanini 12 -4.20 .64 <.001
FUanii 4 Fanini 8 -.92 .27 <.01
Faniii 12 -2.65 40 <.001
Faniii 8 Fanini 12 -1.73 28 <.001
mmﬁmmjmnméwmﬂ‘lumﬁ'\mmﬁ'ﬁy (2ete)
ADUENIIN FUonsiil 4 -1.47 .49 <.01
Fanini 8 -2.73 .60 <.001
Faniii 12 -3.63 59 <.001
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M99 3 MInfBsuiisunraaswhmetazmnsieuageegnaanmasmeme g dauaaniane

melng FUanin 4 dUanin 8 uazdandin 12 vaemseanimasmadelng (N = 30) (da)

szasnaNMIUseLiY

Mean Difference SD p-value
FUoniii 4 oniiii 8 ~1.27 35 <.001
FUansid 12 217 42 <.001
FUoniii 8 FUaniin 12 -.90 26 <.001
m'iws\w‘i'mmsagjﬁ'uﬁ
ADUENIIN Fonsidl 4 -22.30 5.83 <.001
v 8 -78.90 8.77 <.001
Fansid 12 ~118.17 9.02 <.001
FUoniiTi 4 Foniiii 8 -56.60 5.58 <.001
Fansid 12 -95.87 6.82 <.001
FUoniiii 8 Faniin 12 -39.27 4.90 <.001
m'iws\w‘i'mmsm'ﬁ'auﬁ
AUNTING UV 4 .00 .00 >.05
oniidi 8 -2.00 41 <.001
Fansid 12 -2.10 41 <.001
FUoniTi 4 FUonidii 8 -2.00 41 <.001
Fandid 12 ~2.10 41 <.001
FUoniiii 8 Fansin 12 -.10 .07 >.05

MmN 1 wazmsnn 3 uaaslidiuh dwds
mmﬁ(ﬂmjmlms'wmﬂnluvhﬂ"wmﬁﬁﬁw(fﬁmw)
Aauaanmaameme lnZiawhnnu -4.17 (SD =
5.19) §UaWi 4 Fieihiy -2.62 (SD = 3.63)
e 8 Fenwhiu -1.70 (SD = 3.13) uay
WngwEy .03 (SD = 3.80) Tudenvid 12 uas
wamsUszfiuanudanguaashamelurhilo
a (hethe) Aeusanmasmeadelngiidiaas
WNAU —4.37 (SD = 4.89) §Ua¥i 4 Fehiu
~9.90 (SD = 3.72) d1a¥ 8 fiawhiu -1.63
(SD = 3.19) uaztita@uiilu -.73 (SD = 3.54)
Tudonvid 12 wasilonFeudisuanudiondu

°11ms’wmﬂmhﬁ"wul,fi”ﬁywm@'gj@mqﬁauaaﬂ
Masmeae lng ssuinnausanmainmaais Ly
Fludoniii 4 Favidi 8 uazdoni 7l 12 wuh
nndanviuaneaiu aseiitadhdameaaanssy
HadAey .05
wamsUsziiumsnssiunzagiuil wuh
Anadsanuduusasesdlsznaumsyudii
\Rendasiumstiunsssimelddaulamadusthu
manaiuLazmeduiueuigngiisantame
delndrausanmaamadelniisindanhiu
724.77 (SD = 69.20) a7 4 Femashiu
747.07 (SD = 52.88) dansiii 8 Fenmaahiu
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803.67 (SD = 45.05) LLa::L‘l‘/TI'N%uL‘TJu 842.93
(SD = 49.36) ludansii 12 2asmsaanmaams
helnd danFeuiisumansiiansadiuitas
Fgeogiinanmaamadislnidaudalasims
sewhaneuhnnlasams¥de Ui 4 Sanin 8
wordon¥il 12 wuh nadaviuandaiuad
fidaddumeadanszeusddn .05

HamsUsziumMsnsIaEeaoud wuh
ARRINMINTIG wm;jqqmqﬁaaﬂﬁwé"qmﬂﬁw
Tngaughnnlasimedteimmasnsu 45.13
(SD = 8.12) §en¥i# 8 fidadeawhiu 47.13
(SD = 7.99) uaziinauiiy 47.23 (SD = 7.83) T
i 12 asamsaaniasmeselng wazile
WRsufumsmssiwazeaaus wuh uanemadu
asatlas 1 ¢ ilameamuuandaneg dedd
Bonferroni WU msmﬁmmzméauﬁ'ﬂaquqmq
AauaanmaIMame InBuanaanuseriaEn N
TassmHTedUain 8 wazdlenvin 12 agail
HedAUNNEDA (p<.05) Budenfumindsues
mimm’mmQ”gmmqﬁaaﬂﬁwé"\amﬂﬁaﬂlm%iu
Wil 4 famauaneneiudUeni 8 uazduanw
#i12 pE NN AYNNEDA (p<.05) LAdIHSU
Ghl,aﬁ'awmmsmqéﬁwaquqmq‘ﬁ'aanﬁﬁqma
helnaluduansii 8 wazdUanvii 12 Tiuaneharu
(p>.05)

msAnmaSitiuaadlifiuh mssanmdme
e ngaena lviigeagiianadionduuasseme
wazm s nragiuiiatuuddonviuaniGy
sanmaime lasanmaimeelnddiuszazom
andanuaeatay 8 dUM Hgeagazimansaa
yoziadaudiany wazmnsnnudlalums
aanmasmedglnduniu ANNEAVELYBITNME

wazmanssdasgaefiunTivdaude dusy
msazagiuiinasggingiisanmasmeadae
InFliwumsiasuulasdauihazeandaame
e lniuszezne 12 danvuarfiens

nsanusgua

ANHILYBINANGIBLE
ngnaagnaulugagluiageanaasy
NN R FNNENTINAINTINYITIAN BN
2 g ~ ' ~ =
wazsnuTheliasnnsmeinstlagunlay
lumadandenalitialsaFasaazdymgumn
619 9 WINPT NENEIRENIDYAZ 76.70 Hl3A
Uszhamdatymgumn adhadee 1 1sa los
Tsadszhdmnsatamguamniinuinnige e
anuaulalings sesaands azluiuludangs
warlanaaNuFasa NSO uanNNTEIWUN
U £y ] [ v q' v 4 R =
naneadnlugguanandasldglnsaliemnae
v U % 4 I dl' a o Id
Town Tasanasiiadu 10U 5 918 wazilu
Hgaengilgladun 1 a0 Wadu 1w 1 98 3
daaaaasnumMsdnmifgaanmnwiioggedsly
NBU? wazHaMINTINGINMsRgeeIE lname
Toununuduadugumulgeanguasginsly
W.A. 255627 NNDDFILNONANNFDNYBITNNE
madgsINnumsiedaymgumuuazlsnFas
o 9 dena iEgeaaddamlumsdiiiugie
Uszaniu
KaaINITAaNMaINIMm Ingeaninig
YD FIB1Y
LTRT] 9
HAMFUTRUMINNYBITIME WU Hgaeg
fimmerassumeegluszauinaaaszazai
dnw nadluwnzigeengaansatiamdaniuns
YVt = =Y a Yo
lod Teadinamsusziluanuaansalumsuiua
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AadasUss iy wasiiazuuudsudivmmaluseaud
Gaudrausanmdsmedaslng
MIUssduANNEANEUYBITNMEMEKUY
ﬂsmﬁum‘nu§wEjuwaqiwmﬂuﬁwﬁwmﬁwﬁy
wuh Aeusanmdsmedslniggeeeiaiais
ANNEAVEUDBITNAEINAY -4.17 (SD=5.19)
Fehnheamaesegeenemuiadluiedendu™>
gEGN mqﬂ%mmﬂﬁmtﬁa (lean body mass) 8@a4
snavasdulanduiladnes fmsavansas
Tnalatau (glycogen) lumadnautiie Usznaufu
TUunadananad ANNFEINT (tonus) WaTAINN
foveu (elasticity) 2aendaniindeanas feeny
Jegadaanuiandguunsieme® uazavai
mmﬁwzjuwm'i'wmﬂuvhﬁf’wuLﬁw'gﬂnaqnzju
thetnsimimassn higenglasimluluiedenty
aaflasnnnguiadgdnlvaiilsalssae
nanglsnaniuduaaieanudonansemes
NANEILUY Wasta N SNAINTININIMEB
ey wuh gaeoraduluajiifanssuiidas
waaulmemenias Tagvhenuazamhuin
wazFululdsouthuin awitldduneunans
wie 1 aSadadand Sfgeaeaiiesduiosiibu
DONMAINIE/LAUIINAN WNILAY e’?;qm'iﬂﬁﬁa
Aanssummeniosdunalilanduiladuidnas
anaudausinazanudanduzasndiiaanas’
oggeangeanmasmadalngle 4 dlony
dedamumasauanuiavguuashemeluiii
uuia wuh anudianguzashamelurhilsuy
idrasgeasfiaantdameacelnddtu la
Haengeanmaimeemalnila 8 dev anw
favgurasiumeluhilauuisuasggeangd
AdEhAY -1.70 (SD=3.13) %’qagﬂumm%

Undiilaieufuggeanglusedendu woesdtuma
srouludai 12 wamsanwluasiiiganada
fumsinmuamguas wene Tungudatnail
Huwezne S 38 e Aiftegazving 55 - 65 1
aanfmamemelng asiaz 60 107 davias 3 ase
fadanuluszaznm 24 UM wuh azuuu
anudiavgunasiemeasaiiudemstssiiu
vfmuﬁwsjuwaﬁwmﬂuvhﬁ'wuLﬁwﬁy (sit-and-
reach flexibility test) BasaNMNIMEAIY INT
fnMnausanimaimemalng aghealivedmaams
sdafiszey .05 Alluduiliiannanszniams
panmaamaielng s1ameinmsiedaulmng
dumeanduiiie By wazdadade 9 ndwiile
mugmhamsramuazimsuasuulase i
elvnduiiausnadadad q uiws sanso
WU e vidawdealdnniu®

HaraIMsaaniaImMeme Indaansnsimn
ERLARRE

1 )msﬂsztﬁum'smqﬁaﬂmxaﬂﬁuﬁn1ﬂiﬁ
L’f‘iau'lwms%’u;ﬁfﬁ”mmwmtﬁuuazmﬂﬁ’mﬁ’a
Anasmansazasadfuiinasgeangiuun
Tt uuazfismeiazuaaud §Uariusnaaens
sanmaimesslniuaziiananimaimadielng
wudumsnshaaragiuiiasgmegiiunli
fu aadlesmnmsaanmaamedislnzdums
HNNMSIMNUYDITNMERAIITTUY TINDNTZUU
nsz@nnaanila ssuuUfauiusmsius uazasuy
M35u3"° sswiamseaniaimessng dauiaz
Sudamaidsuuashumisgagudieashams
danalinduilonaduiialiiiaaugauazanu
duaslumsshwvhme mssanmaimedielng
imswmiisauazsadaazlnn wazmsnmmaadu
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mstlihemenl3usdemsnlaeuulanagudig
PsNme wasdndaumsaigusesiulaiile
msinuresnauiiafitahuadaarinnla
LN WM IINEANAATNME’ wenINiing
aanmaamealglng Wumsinlvaunsanae
agiuime maadeulmea 1 Tagsznisean
Masmees Ingefgearg linauamuanaasly
Fanth Fuflumsiindasmssuiuasmeduiade
dana il aaNnaupIN TN

2) mMsUszfiunsnssmzasiaaauiinas
wuudsadiunmsnsamvaadsn Aauhhinlasams
3R WU JEREEINITONTEIMEAUDILAG"
Togiiemasmsnsduauisnuhiu 45.13 (SD =
8.12) HaMUsE UM INTMIVBEIeNE ity
mswasuudadludlondii 8 waziiuunTinday
Tudlanwil 12 TessiudumsAnmnuasmywed
sSuming fidnwnazasmssanmaimedielng
TuggeaengaassuumMInIeILazaNIIONMNUN
IolszanmaiTinenlusanaiaswemdaiiigunmd
wardgIENIN 55 — 65 U 11U 40 918 wudh
oanainsnguiinanddmedelng fazuwunis
AN duaheidenhdamesdn Toandu
finantaameaalndannn 17 fazuuunis
ypsmanssdnnnhnguGEEinnglid 1 @
wazfadannaasiulEan® AanwHaaIns
sanmasmadelniaansnsaii mstaasulm
wazmsnamndnluggeanamands fiflans 65 7
uld 110w 69 18 wuh mssanmaimedglng
fisansonannmsnseia mawaaulm wazaems
namnanluggeargiwandilaaginadan
NNEDE

uansanuluadifiuaasliifiui ms
panmasmeme inBidussaznmdoss 4 o

denalvigangiaadsrnuionguaasames
fu iaeentdmedslniiiussasnmaadariu
8 FUanil fgeangaziimansadatiay uasnndnunu
Huowlumsaentdmedalndnuiiu manse
uazANNEAnEUYBITNMEYBIR gL lN
fudhe Tunasivhmeasfgengiiaantdme
ﬁaalw%lu’LﬁﬂmsLﬂ?ﬁ'auuﬂmamﬁmmmﬂ;qumq
fazuuusaiiuhmeaddelalussaudoouduen
asslsfoudnnluadaiiaansoazlah ms
aanmasmadelndiilumadanwieiiggees
ansoeanmameiiaduaiumanNGLeza NN
fovduzasiumeliiiu lasmsaanmasmede
TnBudazass fgeangmslnanlumsaantidame
11 60 W7 dhaamudidlaias 3 A%y Thuszesim
Gadanuagoy 4 dUmw
Hadne lunsIve
msfnwluassiifumsidefanasns uuu
naudenias wamsAnmIauilunamstsediv
MNNUBENTNTIYBITNDIYNGUNADDINEN

NNLAEN
gataguauuzlunsinuanse luls

aumsifuanmIneuna

WeNa fingumm wasvidarhmthiiiendas
fumsdananssumsaanmasmetiiadaaiuly
Fgsangiihmauasmansaniia asdananssy
msaanmaamadelng inuasses 60 il dae
anuddanvias 3 A31 aderuathatias 4 Sa
deliiigeangfionudonguuasineme uay
manssdwnzagiuiaay uazdananssuns

2BNMAINEMIH NG UNUATISE 60 N MEANND
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b

dUavias 3 A9 Anranuatetias 8 §UaMY e

Tirfgeangimsnssaaziedaulmame iy
aumsiedaly

R.

[

HamIUssluINBIRgNenga M agn U
WM aneans wuh liuanenaiy eauwssegeang
sansahemdaawasldd lumsAnmesadaly
matdanngudsduiifianuminsalumsufia
12I05UsEN TUNNETZOU WAZANNUANGINEN
v Taganadalviingaumaaseuasnanaiugy
wWiguieunu
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