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Moslem Families’ Values and Belief Concerning Organ Donation:

A Preliminary Study*

Supornphan Kitbunyonglert RN, MNS**
Wongchan Petpichetchian APN, PhD***
Luppana Kitrungrote RN, PhD***

Abstract: Objective: To examine Moslem families’ values and belief concerning organ
donation, decisions to or not to donate organs and reasons for such decisions.

Design: Preliminary study.

Implementation: The sample consisted of family members, 15 in total, of Moslem
potential organ donors. Quantitative data were collected by means of form-based interviews
to obtain the informants’ values and belief concerning organ donation. Qualitative data on
decisions, feelings and reasons related to organ donation were also collected through interviews.
The quantitative data were analysed using descriptive statistics, whilst the qualitative data were
examined based on simple content analysis.

Results: The three aspects of organ-donation-related values and belief considered by
the informants as being most significant were (i) compliance; (ii) safety; and (iii) generosity.
The majority of the informants (n = 12) showed no interest in donating their relatives’ organs.
The main reasons were, firstly, they expected the patients to have complete organs when they
die, in strict accord with their religion, and secondly, organ donation was an issue to be decided
by most family members, not by any one member.

Recommendations: It is suggested that people in charge of organ donation negotiation
carefully evaluate the situation and understand Moslem patients’ family members’ values and
belief concerning organ donation, so as to make the concept and significance of organ donation

more convincing.
Thai Journal of Nursing Council 2014; 29(1) 122-135
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