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Table 1 Number and percentage of type of chewing ability, classified by age group
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Table 2 Number and percentage of type of chewing ability, classified by sex
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Table 3  Relationship between chewing ability and age group
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Table 4 Relationship between chewing ability and sex
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Original Article

The chewing ability of elderly people

in Chiang Mai

Ampormn Dejpituk*
D.D.S..Diplomate (Thai Board of Dental Public Health)
Rakchanok Noochpoung*
D.D.S..Diplomate (Thai Board of Dental Public Health)

The objective of this study was to determine the type of posterior occlusal pairs in
elderly people and the relationship between age, sex and chewing ability. It is considered best to
have left and right functional posterior teeth of at least 2 pairs on both sides including denture.
The data was collected from 970 elderly people in Chiang Mai through interviews and oral
examinations. The results of this study showed that 52.6 percent of the elderly people had the
ability to chew. Also that the age group of 60-64 years had more natural posterior occlusal teeth
than the age group of 65-70 years and over. Nevertheless there were more dentures in the age
group over 70 years than the other groups. The study results also showed that more elderly
women had posterior occlusal pairs than elderly men. Age, sex and chewing ability were related
with 0.05 statistical significances

Key word : elderly, chewing ability

* Provincial Health Office, Chiang Mai Province





