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Table 1 Response rate, categorized by region
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MINT 2 FRFIUTUANAIAFLTEEINTIIUAAINAIA
Table 2  Dental nurse : Population ratios in 2006, categorized by region
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Table 3 Comparison of dental nurse : Population ratios against UC standard, categorized by region
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Table 4 Percentage of the districts, categorized by number of dental nurses and hospital level
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>6 AU 1.3 48.4 8.0 11.6
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Table 5 Percentage of dental nurses; categorized by their workplaces and region
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Table 6 Percentage of Primary Care Units, categorized by the model of oral health care.
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Table 7 Oral health service performance of the dental nurses in PCU, between 2005 and 2006,
categorized by region
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Table 8  Basic dental health service Performance in Primary Care Units 2006
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Table 9 Reported Dental service problems in hospitals & PCU
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The pattern of oral health service
provided by dental nurses

Pisak Ongsirimongkol*
D.D.S., M.P.H,, Diplomate (Thai Board of Dental Public Health)

Sunee Wongkongkathep**
D.D.S., M.P.H., Diplomate (Thai Board of Dental Public Health)

This study was aimed at describing: 1). the pattern of oral health service provision;
2). factors and constraints influencing oral health service in primary care units (PCUs) provided by
dental nurses in the year 2006. A questionnaire was designed and required the supervising
dentist in all 75 provincial health offices and dental hygienists working in 450 PCUs to respond
during April and May 2007 survey. The result revealed that 64.1% of PCUs over the country
provided no oral health service, 15.7% provided by dental hygienists and 12.5% provided by
dental mobile team from nearby hospital. The average amount of oral health service in each PCU
was 1,271 cases. Considering the promotion and prevention activities, oral health care activity in
school children has made the highest outcome due to 652 cases and the second was oral health
care provided in antenatal clinic and well baby clinic. The main constraint to dental hygienist
working in PCU was inadequacy of budget (62.3%), inadequate media for health education
(58.5%) and lack of instrument maintenance and repair (56.0%).

Key word: oral health service, dental nurses, primary care units (PCUSs)

* Oral Health Unit, Patumthani Provincial Health Office
** Dental Health Division, Department of Health, Ministry of Public Health





