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12 2527 1.5 3.0 2.6 1.3 941 80 93.7 954
2532 15 3.0 2.5 1.3 93.8 786 93.8 95.2
2537 1.6 2.9 1.9 1.3 97.7 927 96.8 98.6
2543-44 1.6 2.0 1.9 1:5 905 534 923 940

17-18 2527 3.0 5.3 4.8 2.5 65.0 40.6 49.0 71.2 987 975 975 990
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2543-44

35-44 2527 5.4 8.7 8.0 4.7 92.7 838 89.1 91.2 99.7 98.1 99.17 100
2532 5.4 8.1 7.8 4.7 91.7 87.1 80.0 888 99.2 985 989 994
2537 6.5 9.2 7.9 5.6 91.9 89.6 90.6 927 993 962 99.1 997
2543-44 6.1 8.8 7.2 5.4 923 888 90.9 933 982 944 97.3 99.1

60+ 2527 16.3 226 18.1 154 472 27.9 424 498 100 100 100 100
2532 16.2 214 206 152 408 243 26.6 442 99.4 100 98.8 990.4
2537 15.8 204 17.6 144 477 325 408 529 992 948 0906 995
2543-44 144 18.5 15.9 13.3 49.0 365 436 52.1 98.8 96.5 985 99.1
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Oral health Inequity in Thai experience*

Phenkhae Laping
Dental Health Division, Deapartment of Health, Ministry of Public Health

7 Abstract |

This documentary research aimed to explore oral health inequity in Thai context and to preliminarily
examine its existence. Related literatures and previous documents focused on health and oral health equity
and utilization were critical reviewed and analyzed between April- June 2003. Inequities on oral health
were defined in five areas: utilization the service, benefit package of insurance schemes, expenditure,
dental and population ratios and oral health status. The results were as following.

Controlling the influence of age, people in urban areas, Civil Servant Medical Beneficiaries and
high social stratification utilized services of tooth preservation and out-of-pocket paid higher than other
groups. Among insurance schemes, there are evidently differences on benefit package, budget, and
payment mechanism. The differences may be major obstacle in improving equity on utilization.

Countrywide public oral health programme in primary school can equitably improve only access to
the service in children aged 12 but their inequitable pattern of oral health status among areas is still similar
to adult group. Adult people in urban, CSMBS and high social stratification have greater caries experiences
but lower untreated decay tooth and lower periodontal needs.

Infrastructures and accessibility of the service have been formerly affected by inequitable allocation
of oral health resource in the past. Central and local governments inequitably invested in oral health which
municipalities gained greater budget than sanitary and rural areas, as well as the distribution dental
personnel.

Recommendations on information system, benefit package adjustment, regulation and collective

financing, and community participation are drawn from the findings.

key words ! equity, oral health, utilization, accessibility, benefit package, health insurance,

expenditure, dental and population ratios

* is a part of a documentary research namely Oral health equity in Thailand in the project “Oral health insurance in
Thailand : the financial issue towards equity”
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