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Table 1 General information of dental nurses who worked in sub-district health center, a postal survey in
August 1998.
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Table 2 Job and time allocation of dental nurses who worked in sub-district health center, a postal survey
in August 1998.
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year, a postal survey in August 1998.
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Table 5 Opinion of concerned parties regarding to dental nurses working in sub-district health centers
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Table 6 Payment mechanism of dental patients in sub-district health center.
S2UAzYRINTNLANNTEUUAN

EUUNINIBLIH WINY Tannszag NEAY ARDIANK SRy
OeHIGN 15.1 17.3 24.3 71.8 38.3
W5ien 0-12 9 27.6 34.6 20.3 9.5 23.3
Wi mILggIany 13.5 5.0 3.6 2.8 5.2
qu1. 6.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 1.2
TNNBANT 0.3 3.7 0.7 0.3 1.3
u.ﬂszﬁuqﬂjmw 26.8 31.3 31.7 11.0 23.3
Jardsznusiag 1.0 0.3 4.5 0.3 1.3
U9 (Uasosw. nwsHmAN 489) 9.3 7.4 5.6 4.1 6.1
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Articles

Oral care delivery by dental nurse
at sub-district health centers during 1997-1998

Chantana Ungchusak * D.D.S.. M.P.H.
Dowrueng Kaewkhuntee * D.D.S., M.P.H., B.A. in Communication
Boonaur Yongvanichakorn * D.D.S., M.P.H.
Sirikiat Liengkobkit #* D.D.S., M.Sc.

" Abstract

This descriptive study aimed at exploring the distribution and productivity of
dental nurses at sub-district health centers including provincial support, type of oral care
provided, service utilization, and the attitude of the concerned personnel in the study
area. The questionnaires were mailed to 318 dental nurses who worked in health centers.
The dentists, dental nurses, director of district health centers and the chief of sub-district
health centers in 4 selected provinces were interviewed. The result showed that dental
nurses were distributed in 18.9 % of large health centers. More than 60% of the time
were consumed for oral care activity. Besides, 72.2 % of dental nurses were in charge of
other role, such as primary health care in specific village, paper work, health education,
training, and patient care for general health problems. Although the types of activity
followed the assigned job, the curative part was prominent, particularly extraction for
adult. The promotion and prevention activities were more effective when compared to
mobile clinic from district hospital. However, the productivity was depended on dental
nurse’s skill, the effectiveness of dental equipment, policy of the health center and
population density. The in-depth interview data showed that this model satisfied the
administrators at provincial, district and sub-district level as well as the people. This
model can provide a better distribution of oral health care in rural area, and corresponded
with the principle of primary. It was recommended that policy and strategy to strengthen
the promotion and prevention role of dental nurse is needed.  They should be further
trained and be supported to strengthen their attitude and skill in this area.

* Dental Health Division, Department of Health

** Rural Health Division. Office of the Permanent Secretary
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