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Abstract

Effective Surveillance for HIV Infection. Sexually Transmitted Diseases and Behavior Associated
with HIV Infection among Migrant Worker in 10 Provinces of Thailand, 2010

Sahaphap Poonkasorn”, Surasak Thanaisawanyangkoon™

“Division of Epidemic, Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Public Health
“Division of AIDS and STIs, Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Public Health

The Integrated Biological and Behavioral Surveillance (IBBS) was performed among migrant
workers whose age were 15 years old or more, with or without registration, from 3 countries i.e.
Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia, who had been residing in Thailand for 6 months or longer, in 10 selected
provinces, in 5 occupational types including fishery, continuous fishery, construction workers, agriculturist,
and factory workers. The survey was conducted in 2010. The objectives were to study HIV and Sexually
Transmitted Infection (STI) prevalence rates and to assess behaviors associated to HIV infection. HIV
and syphilis infection, other STI infections and behavior data were derived from blood test, urine test,
and interviewing using a questionnaire.

There were 3,001 subjects enrolled to the study. Of these, 52.3% were female and 47.7% were
male. The average age was 29.1+8.8 years old. 60.2% of the subjects were from Myanmar, and 20%
were equally from Laos and Cambodia. During the last 6 months before the interviewing, 618 subjects
(34.2%) out of the respondents to this question (N=1,809) reported to have at least one symptom of STI.
The percentages of type of sex partner (N=2,119) in their last sex-act was with husband/wife for 86.2%
[among this group (N=1,814) reported using condom for 6.8%, and not using a condom for 93.2%)];
with commercial sex workers for 6.7% [among this group (N=113) reported using a condom for 78.8%,
and not using a condom for 21.2%)]; with boy or girl friend/lover for 5.3% [among this group (N=142)
reported using a condom for 36.6%, and not using a condom for 63.4%)]; with other man/woman who
is not a lover for 1.2% [among this group (N=23) reported using a condom for 47.8%, and not using a
condom for 52.2%]; and with others for 0.6% [among this group (N=4) reported using a condom for
50.%, and not using a condom for 50.0%]. HIV, Chlamydia trachomatis, Neisseria gonorrhea and
Syphilis infection rates were 1.3, 0.93, 0.87 and 0.59% respectively.

The other problems found form the study included limited access to health care services for
example out of the studied subjects (N=3,001), 40.1% got health insurance card while the rest did not
hold such card resulted into limited access to HIV testing. In addition, migrant workers had low level of
knowledge related to HIV and AIDS.
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1t is recommended that there should be attempts to promote access to health care services and
communication, including to provide knowledge of HIV and STI to migrant workers in an intensive way,
with an emphasis on the correct measure to prevent HIV infection. The role of migrant health volunteer
or migrant health worker should be strengthened, including the role to disseminate knowledge and
coordination for migrant workers to access to health care.
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