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Facial Nerve Innervation of the Orbicularis Oculi
Muscle: A Focus on Lower and Medial Region

Wirapha Senarak, MD.!, Atapol Yongvikul, DDS.>*"

Abstract

In orbital surgery, it is inevitable to interact with the orbicularis oculi muscle. Complications, including difficulties
with blinking and closing the eyelids, may arise if the muscle is injured. Although the innervation of the muscle by
the facial nerve has been well-defined for centuries, recent literature has examined fine or extra-fine branches from the
anterior border of the parotid gland to the muscle. Under surgical microscopic examination, two small nerve branches
are noted. The first is the lower palpebral branch, which supplies the lower part of the orbicularis oculi muscle. The
second is the upper medial palpebral branch, which supplies the medial area of the orbicularis oculi muscle. These small
nerves are both clinically and anatomically important.
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Upper Medial Palpebral Branch
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