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Abstract

Diabetes mellitus is estimated to become one of the most serious health problems in the
world in near future. It is one of the most common causes of natural death due to its fatal
acute complication, particularly diabetic ketoacidosis. Since there are no specific gross and
microscopic characteristics in diagnosis such a condition, its relevant biochemical analyses is
essential to confirm the diagnosis, especially vitreous glucose, blood beta-hydroxybutyrate, and
blood Hb,,. level. These biochemical analyses can be performed in all unexplained deaths,
even in the corpse with advanced decomposition. Therefore, forensic physicians who perform
postmortem examinations should be aware of the relevant biochemical substances, alternative
postmortem biological samples, and the limits of the available analyses and techniques.
Keywords: cause of death, diabetes mellitus, diabetic ketoacidosis, postmortem diagnosis,
sudden death
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