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Abstract

Deaths in Prison: 10-Year Autopsy Experience at Siriraj Hospital (2001-2010)

Bodin Padungsat MD#*
Supawon  Srettabunjong  MD, LLB, MSc*

* Department of Forensic Medicine, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University

! Corresponding author, e-mail address: supawon.sre @mahidol.ac.th

Objectives: To evaluate the manners and causes of death of the prisoners.

Methods: This was a retrospective descriptive study. The correctional reports, police reports, medical records,
inquest notes and autopsy reports of the inmate cadavers sent from Thonburi Remand Prison and Thonburi
Woman Correctional Institute to the Department of Forensic Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, for

a medicolegal death investigation during 2001 to 2010 were identified and all the relevant data were reviewed.

Results: Total of 368 inmate deaths were identified during the study period (2.0% of all autopsied deaths). Most or
348 cadavers were male (94.69%) while only 20 (5.49%) cadavers were female. Mean age of the decedents was
34.9 + 9.9 years (range 16-82 years). Approximately half (56.0%) died at the age under 35 years. Female
had older age than male: 41.5 + 15.8 years compared with 34.6 + 9.4 years. The majority of deaths or 98.9%
were natural and 1.1% was unnatural. The five most common causes of the death were acquired immunode-
ficiency syndrome (AIDS) 63.6%, respiratory diseases 13.9%, cardiovascular diseases 4.19%, cerebrovascular
diseases 2.4%, and gastrointestinal diseases 1.9%. The unnatural deaths included suicide 0.8% and homicide

0.3%.
Conclusion: Nearly all deaths in prison were natural. AIDS was the most frequent cause of deaths in prison.

Keywords: cause of death, inmate, manner of death, medicolegal death investigation, prison
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