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Abstract

Unnatural Deaths in Children: a 10-Year Autopsy Experience at Siriraj Hospital (2001-
2010)

Supawon Srettabunjong  MD, LLB, MSc*'
Angkoon Kaenjumpa MD?**

* Department of Forensic Medicine, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University
** Sisaket Hostpital, Amphur Muang, Sisaket Province

! Corresponding author, e-mail address: supawon.sre @mahidol.ac.th

Objectives: To study the manner and cause of unnatural deaths in children aged 15 years and under.

Methods: This study was a retrospective descriptive study involving child cadavers aged 15 years and under, who
were autopsied at the Department of Forensic Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, during the 10
year period from 2001 to 2010. Data were taken from the police reports, medical records, inquest notes, and

autopsy reports. Manner and cause of death were classified according to gender and age group.

Results: There were 432 (2.4% of all autopsied deaths) child cadavers who died unnaturally during the study period.
Cadaver boy was more common than cadaver girl, 64.4% and 35.6% respectively, with the proportion of 1.8:1.
The most common manner of death was accident (84.7%), and the most common cause of which was traffic
accident 46.7%, followed by drowning 36.6%. The other less common manners of death in order of frequency
were undetermined manner (7.29%), homicide (7.0%), suicide (0.9%) and animal attack (0.2%). There were
more male than female in every manner of death, except suicide. Traffic accident was common in junior high
school children (13-15 years; 37.4%) whereas drowning was common in preschool children (4-6 years;

23.9%), toddlers (1-3 years; 23.1%), and junior elementary school children (7-9 years; 20.9%).

Conclusion: Accident was the leading manner of death in children. The most common cause of death was different
in each age group. Traffic accident was prominent in junior high school children, aged 13-15 years, whereas

drowning was common in toddlers, preschool children, and junior elementary school children, aged 1-9 years.

Keywords: cause of death, children, infant, manner of death, medicolegal autopsy, unnatural death
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