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Abstract

The Body Assaults by Robbery

Rangsima Taepaiboon MD, LLB
Unit of Forensic Medicine, BMA General Hospital

Objectives: To determine the characteristics of body assaults by robbery and factors associated with severity of body

assaults.
Study design: Descriptive study.

Subjects: All 94 victims who had body assaults from robbery and were sent by the police officers for a forensic

medical investigations at BMA General Hospital during January 2007 to June 2009.

Methods: History and physical findings for body assaults of the victims and forensic evidence Report of Forensic

Medicine Unit ( FM-A&E-027 ) were searched from the hospital records.
Main outcome measures: Severity of the body assaults by robbery.

Results: Of the 94 subjects, 73.4% were male, while 26.6 % were female. Mean age was 35.5 * 13.8 years old.
More than half or 59.69% had moderate degree of injury, 61.79% were attacked by weapons. Head and face were
the most common areas of body assaults (71.3%). All of the victims were travelling or being alone during
robbery. The most common place of the incidence were on the streets and footpaths (68.1%). The critical
period of robbery was during 06.01-12.00 PM (57.5%) and 00.01-06.00 AM (34.0% ). Mobile phones were the
most common properties robbed (40.4%), followed by cash (39.4%). Factors significantly associated with
more severe degree of body assaults were male gender, age more than 30 years, being assaulted with weapons

and head or face body assaults.

Conclusion: Most of the body assaults by robbery were in moderate degree of severity and most of the injuries were
over heads and faces. Significant factors associated with severity of body assaults were male gender, age more

than 30 years, being assaulted with weapons and head or face body assaults.

Keyword: body assaults, robbery
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