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Abstract

Nowadays, an ideal family, defined as a family that composes of a father and a
mother raising their child together, has been decreasing, while some other alternative types of
family has been increasing. When there is a change in a family, the roles and functions of
family members alter. Such change leads parents to face with family crisis. If they cannot cope
with such crisis. It will have an effect on the child. This academic article aims to comprehend
with the alternative family, which is defined as families that its structure is deviate from ideal
type of family. To apprehending with this issue, this article employs Structural-functionalism,
using Talcott Parsons and Robert Merton’s AGIL theory. The alternative families in this article
include single-parent family and teenaged- mom family. If such families can perform their

functions according to the theory, family system will be able to maintain stable social life.
Keywords: alternative family, teenaged-mom family, single-parent family
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