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The Effects of Problem-Based Learning in Social Studies, Religion and Culture
on the Academic Achievement of Matthayom Sueksa Five Students at
Suksanaree Wittaya School and the Desirable Characteristic of
Seeking Knowledge
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Abstract

In this thesis, the researcher studies (1) academic achievement in Social Studies,
Religion and Culture of selected Matthayom Sueksa Five students taught by the problem-
based learning technique in relation to the desirable characteristic of seeking knowledge. The
researcher also compares (2) the academic achievement of students taught by traditional
methods and those instructed by the problem-based learning technique. The sample
population consisted of 66 Matthayom Sueksa Five students enrolled in the first semester of
the academic year 2015 placed in two classrooms of 33 students each. Using the method of
cluster random sampling, the researcher selected two classrooms of students from an initial
nine classrooms of students. Lots were drawn to divide the 66 students into two groups. The
experimental group consisted of 33 Matthayom Sueksa 5/3 students enrolled at Suksanaree
Wittaya School who were taught by means of problem-based learning.The control group
consisted of 33 Matthayom Sueksa 5/4 students instructed by traditional methods. The
research instruments consisted of problem-based lesson plans based on the problem-solving
approach of Melo and Lin; traditional method lesson plans; a test used to measure academic
achievement in Social Studies, Religion and Culture; and an evaluation form concerning the
desirable characteristic of seeking knowledge. Findings are as follows: 1. The students taught
by means of problem-based learning exhibited academic achievement in Social Studies,
Religion and Culture at a higher level than those instructed by traditional methods at the
statistically significant level of .01. 2. The students taught by means of problem-based learning

evinced academic achievement in Social Studies, Religion and Culture after the completion of
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study at a higher level than prior to its commencement at the statistically significant level of
.01.3. The students taught with problem-based learning exhibited the desirable characteristic
of seeking knowledge at a higher level as supported by the opinions of teachers and parents

than those instructed by traditional methods at the statistically significant level of .01.

Keyword: 1. problem - based learning 2. Social Studies, Religion and Cultural subject

3. academic achievement 4. desired characteristics 5. thirst for knowledge
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