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Development of Jewellery Design in Modern and Post-Modern Era
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Abstract
This article aims to present an impact of social development from modern to post-

modern on jewellery design. Changing social context always affects the way artists perceive
the world. The article attempts to explain how Europe-centric social norms stimulate
philosophical ideas and messages behind post-modern jewellery.

Technological advance as a result of the Industrial Revolution in Europe changes
social values and people’s thinking process. Similarly, fine arts and jewellery has evolved over
time until motives behind its production are clearly separated from a religious purpose.
Examples can be seen from simplification of forms in early modern jewellery or dismantling of
traditional high court jewellery following the French revolution. Gods and monarchy are no
longer subjects for art. From the middle of the 20th century, Europe has become the most
powerful region economically, socially and artistically. Knowledge advancement in different
areas leads to reduction in forms which are is expressed — to the point of it becoming abstract.
This results in Art Deco style which emphasises on sharpness, accuracy and geometrical
shapes.

Though art production is somewhat suspended because of the World War Il, some
groups of people continue to search for a new form of expression. As a result, art work in this
period is created from the belief in freedom and diversity. Jewellery also becomes more
abstract and requires interpretations. It asks questions which its wearers need to contemplate
on answers. Different materials are used communicate or symbolises meanings. Individualism

and ordinary life is portrayed through art and aesthetics which celebrate liberalism.

Key Words : Development, Modern Era, Post-Modern Era, Jewellery, aesthetics
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AT 7 NaUTDs Emmy van Leersum uag Gijs Bakker (1930-1984)
i1 : cultuurwils, Reis door cultuur in Nederland, Linaidle 13 nuansiug 2560, winisléann

http://www.cultuurwijs.nl/cultuurwijs.nl/cultuurwijs.nl/i000665.html
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Caroline Broadhead #ldiduludoudavgulimnasiadunuaiessiv

Al 8 wasuwes Caroline Broadhead(1981)
i - ideas in themaking, CarolineBroadhead, Whdadle 13 AUATUG 2560, 78419an

http://www.themaking.org.uk/content/makers/2009/11/caroline_broadhead.html
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AT 9 HAILVDS Helga Zahn( 1936-1985)
317 Victoria and Albert Museum, Scale & Symbolism, Lifaidle 16 quniug 2560 1inddldan

http://www.vam.ac.uk/blog/artists-residence-va/scale-symbolism
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A 10 HaIMYEI Manuel Vilhena(2002)
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mwﬁ 11 WUV Jiro Kamata (Camera Lens, mirror, silver2011-2014)
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ATl 12 nAaUYes Gerd Rothmann

i1« kristyhsu, Gerd Rothmann, ihiiaile 18 nuanwius 2560, 1iddldan
http://kristyhsu.wordpress.com/2012/02/05/gerd-rothmann-an-uncoventional-dialogue-with-
the-human-body/
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AN 13 Haa1uved Kim Buck
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