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Abstract

This work explores relationship between Kampaeng Saen residents’ social factors
(age, sex, and geographical area) and their attitudes towards the Thai dialect spoken there,
using interviews along with 10-item questionnaires. The sample group consists of 180 male and
female residents, who were born and live in Kampaeng Saen, in three age groups: 25 years old
and younger, 30-55 years old, and 60 years and over, from six geographical areas. Results and
statistical (Cramer’s V) test showed statistically significant relationships between their attitudes
and the three social factors in some questionnaire items but not all. The younger age group
have lower positive attitudes towards the dialect than other age groups. Moreover, Kampaeng
Saen females tend to have higher positive attitudes towards the dialect than the males.
Geographical areas appear to influence their attitudes. When considering only central area
residents, it was found that the group from ancient city (CB) have higher positive attitudes than
that from the other central area (CA). In all, residents from marginal area, adjacent to

Ratchaburi province (ME) have the most positive attitudes towards the Kampaeng Saen dialect.
Keywords: language attitudes, Thai dialect of Kampaeng Saen, social factors
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