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The Forms and Styles of Gable roofs as Changed in Accordance with
Residents’ Social Status and Precedence
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Abstract

Thai architecture pertaining to residential building constructions is one of the four
essential factors for human livings. Its different variety based on artistic taste preferences and
cultures of each past social periods is widely evident. Apart from the tastes of beauty having
an impact on the styles of Thai architecture, social human classes and precedence is also
another factor partly considered as an important variable for Thai architectural styles. That is,
Thailand, with the former name “Siam Kingdom”, was, in the past, soverned with feudalism. In
fact, it is a social system with different social classes in which each citizen’s social rights,
duties, and status are identified, and its monarch has the highest absolute power. In this
regard, the monarch was the owner of the land all through the kingdom. The citizens with high
status and precedence would have the right to own more lands and properties, so they were
capable of constructing more durable and beautiful residences; whereas those with medium
and low status and precedence would have the right to own smaller number of lands and
properties with penurious money, respectively. As a consequence, the citizens’ residential
constructions relied, with this regard, on their personal conditions. Despite the development
and changes of social, political, and governmental conditions, the mentioned system cannot
be entirely rejected. Therefore, it is an important factor affecting the differences of Thai
residential architecture in the aspects of materials, structures, shapes or forms and styles,
including usable benefits and decorations. As a result, one of the architectural components,
called ‘a gable roofs is considered by the author of this paper as the one able to illustrate
clear architectural differences for the form and style changes. They also reveal the social class

and precedence system which is a causal factor impacting on Thai architecture.
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