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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) study about the concept of beauty of body
in Tripitaka. 2) increase our correct and clear understanding of the Buddhist perspective on this
kind of beauty. This research used content analysis analyzed these concepts contained in
Vinaya Pitaka , Suttanta Pitaka and Atthakatha (the commentaries) of these two Pitakas.

The results showed that although the teachings of Three marks of existence (Pali:
tilakkhana),that is impermanence, unsatisfactoriness, and non-self, and of non-attachment are
the essence of Buddhism but these are not mean that Buddhism refuse all views of the
beauty of body. Because in Tripitaka has many contents that describe about external beauty
such as the beauty of ordinary people’s body, the beauty of the Buddha’s body that has
exquisitely describe. Tripitaka, however, not describe about the beauty of body for make one
cling to it, but to describe the relation between external and internal beauty, in other words, it
describe the past actions that cause external beauty of oneself in next life. These contents
encourage people to fulfill their bases of meritorious action from the two first steps of dana
(giving) and sila (morality) then to the highest step of bhavana (mental cultivation) or
investigate impermanence of body according to the teaching of Three marks of existence as

previously mentioned.
Key Words : Beauty / Concept of Beauty / Beauty of Body / Tripitaka / Buddhism
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