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Abstract

The research on “Interior Environmental Design in Thai Classical Dance Studios” was
a study to formulate standards for guidelines in designing Thai classical dance studios. In the
past, the area used for practicing Thai classical dance was just a simply opened hall with
shades. Later, when Thai classical dance study became a part of a conventional education
system, the practicing environment has been changed and, at the same time, faced with
problems. At a moment, there were no interior environmental standards for designing Thai
classical dance studios. The objectives of this study were 1) to study internal environment of
Thai classical dance studios, 2) to study the behavior and needs of the users of the studios.
The research location took place at Department of Drama and Music, Faculty of Fine and
Applied Arts, Rajamangala University of Technology Thanyaburi, Pathumthani Province. The
data were obtained from related documents and research together with the field-work study.
The research tools included observation method, interviews and questionnaires. The research
population was the 1" up to a" year students majoring in Thai classical dance education, Thai
classical dance education lecturers, and experts in the field. The research findings revealed
that the internal area of the studios was damaged from sun-lisht and rain and it was too
crowded. For the users’learning behavior and needs, it was found that the studios physical
features and size were not suitable for the practice. The lighting system was not appropriate,
the audio system was poor, the temperature in the studios was too warm, and the users
needed a place for changing their cloths and putting away their personal belongings. After
analyzing all of the data, it could be proposed that the Thai classical dance studios must
compose of the practicing rooms and a locker room. The practicing studios must be in an
appropriate proportion, not too busy and not too noisy. The rooms must be protected from

direct sun-light and rain. The traditional masked dance or Khon practicing rooms must be on
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the 1™ floor of the building while the practicing rooms for Thai classical drama could be on
any floor of the building. The rooms must be in a rectangle feature with high ceiling. There
must be no pole or any other obstacle in the rooms. The studios must be equipped with
beds, lecturer’s table, pressing into angles stand, mirror, audio, video and lighting system, and
an air-conditioner. The surface of the floor must be solid with no slippery. The rooms should
be painted with light color. The locker rooms should be in an appropriate proportion with

lockers for storing personal belongings, and containing benches and mirror.

Keywords: Thai classical dance studios, interior environmental design
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